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with these two assa offices? 


jishment of a mint at San Francisco, disconnected 1 





The VICE PRESIDENT. After the bill is re- || 


ried to the Senate, it will be in order to move to 
strike out all after the enacting clause and insert a 
substitute. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That will do. 1 want 
to get atthe proposition properly, Iam against 
these two assay Offices, and I am in favor of the 
establishment of a mint at San Francisco. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I hope the Chair will re- 
serve its opinion as to the question of order. | 
apprehend it is not in order to strike out of the bill 
a provision for one purpose, and insert something 
else of a very different character. Lapprehend it 
js not in order to strike out the bill for the estab- 
lishment of a mint in California, and insert what 
is proposed, any more than it would be to inserta 
land bill for California, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Miasissippi. I do not think 
the establishment of an assay office in California 
is incompatible with the establishment of a mint 
at San Francisco. Indeed, so far otherwise is the 
effect, that the very amendment, with conditions, 
was offered as an amendment to the proposition 
of the Senator from Missouri to establish a mint 
ai San Francisco. It but comes in aid of a mint 
at San Francisco. It is the establishment of an 
assay Office at the mines, where the miner will 
have a chance te obtain the true value of his gold 
dust from an office in the vicinity, instead of being 
compelled to go himself, or employ an agent to go 
to San Francisco. It is for the benefit of the 
laborer in the mines that the office should be estab- 
lished near the mines, and would be a saving to 
him of not less than two dollars on every ounce of 
gold dust. It is to relieve the laborer of this 
great loss that | propose these assay Offices. I 
think the assay offices more necessary than the 
mint, and that for the interest of the miner the 
assay offices are indispensable, while for the inter- 
est of the Government the mint would also be 
advantageous. I think there is no greater mistake 
than to suppose that the gold will come in bars to 
the United States, and that the coin will flow in 
the channels of commerce. The reverse is cer- 
tainly (rue, If we coin the gold in California, it 
will have a tendency to come to the United States, 
and it will only go into foreign countries when it 
exisis in such excess as to cause it to be recoined 
abroad. The gold bar goes equally into all the 
world, and the gold bar, much more than the gold 
coin, will be sent to foreiga countries through all 
the channels of commerce. But this is not a mat- 
ter of very great importance. I never have de- 
sired to see gold accumulated in the United States 
more than in other countries. 1 believe that was 
the cause of the downfall of Spain in the time of 
Ferdinand and Isabella. I would prefer that the 
precious metals should not exist in excess here. 

Jn wp to the remark of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, L would say we shall need an assay office 
if a mint is established at San Francisco, and the 
gold bars will come to the United States as much 
4s our commerce demands, and beyond that we 
have no right to it. I would say I think we re- 
quire three mints only in the United States: one in 
New York, one in New Orleans, and the other in 

alifornia, wherever the point may be, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. { did not intend to make 
t this time any remarics on the merits of this prop- 
oe ng. Oe after the suggestions of the Senator 
rom Mississippi, I will make one or two. This 
gold dust, furnished from California, must be car- 
, somewhere, either in the United States or out 
het United States. [ prefer the coining of it in 
a nited States, giving the American stamp to 
a the currency which may grow out of the dis- 
hone of in California. if it be coined in 
itself ie 8, the next question which presents 
ofthat where it is to be coined? I presume most 

the Senators. will agree with me as to the pro- 
ke having it coined at home. The question 

then bey where shall it be coined? it must 
in California, or it must be brought 
» to some of our cites here 
68°” it seems to me that it is for 
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the interest of those who dig the gold at the mines |; But the Senator constantly confounds my propo- 


to have convenient places where it can be converted 
into coin. 
places where it shall be coined. 
a mint in all the various digzings in California. 
he Government can scarcely be called upon to 
erect a mint for the accommodation of these peo- | 
ple every hundred miles, or every two hundred | 
miles, when we are informed the gold region ex- 
What limit shall 
Will you 


tends over five hundred miles. 
we prescribe to the erection of mints? 
have more than one? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not propose | 
any in this amendment. There is no proposition | 
to establish a mint in California by this amend- | 
ment; it is to establish assaying offices; and if the | 
Senator will indulge me, I will tell him where the | 
points are which are proposed. The gold region | 

ies ina valley between primitive ridges of moun- 
tains, and is from ten,to twenty miles in width. 
The valley in which the gold dust is found is | 
drained by two rivers, one running from the north 
and the other from the south. Upon each of these | 


rivers it is proposed to erect assaying offices, to || 


which the miners may have access. But between | 
the mines upon these rivers, so draining this whole | 
extent of valley, there is no intercourse, no trade. | 
Each has a trade with San Francisco, but no trade | 
with each other. It is for this reason that the points | 
have been selected which are indicated in the 
amendment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
these facts pretty well before, and I knew there | 
was no mint provided for in the Senator’s amend- | 
ment. I stated, in the commencement of my re- 
marks, that I did not intend, on this occasion, to | 
0 into the general subject, but to wait till some 
uture time during the progress of our action upon | 
this bill. But it seems to me just as well to take | 
a general view of the whole system now, as to 
wait till I shall offer an amendment which FE gave 
notice that I should offer; because, in reviewing 
this general system, we shall be prepared to say | 
what we will do; whether we will take the Sena- | 
tor’s amendmest or reject it, or wait and take mine | 
and adopt it. It is from considerations of this | 
sort that I think it is proper to take a general view | 
at this time; and, with that view, my remarks are | 
entirely pertinent. 
To resume, then, I think membersof the Senate | 
will be disinclined to eStablish more than one mint | 
ip, California, if they dothat at thistime. If they 
establish one mint only, that will be at San Fran- | 
cisco, | presume, by general consent, because the 
remark of the Senator from Mississippi is entitled | 
to weight, in which he says it is the place where | 
the trade of the country centres. Itis the point 
where all the exports ‘are made from California, 
and where the imports are made, and the trade of | 
the valleys of the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
river centres. The trade of San Francisco is dis- 
tributed by these two rivers, and it is the place 
whence their exports of gold. are taken. Now let 
me ask if the miners, who obtain their supplies | 
from San Francisco, will not have almost daily | 
and weekly means of. intercourse between that 


point and the various diggings whence the gold is 
We know, from the information we have 
received, itis so now, and there will be no diffi- 


raised ? 


caky in transmitting gold dust to that point to 
have it coined. Does the gentleman from Missis- | 
sippi propose that these two assay offices shall be | 
established, and a mint, likewise, at Sai Fran- 
cisco, according to the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri? 

Mr. DAVIS, I will explain, I have involved 
in my amendment no question of coinage—none 
whatever. It is merely to provide that the dust 
may. be assayed and cast into bars, and it does not 
matter whether we have a mint at San Francisco 
or not. Butif you have a mint at San Francisco 

ou must have an assay office somewhere—either 
in the same building where the mint is, or at the 
mines. Now, if it shall. appear, as stated by the 
Senator from Missouri, that it will coat less to 
have the dust assayed at the mines than at San 
rancisco, that is a question for consideration. 


I believe I understood || 





|| sition with the establishment of a mint in Caliior- 
But there must be some limit to these || 
You cannot have || 


nia. I make no proposition for any mint at all. 
When there is a mintestablished at San Francisco, 
the bars will go from these aasay offices to that 
mint, there ta be coined, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That I understand per- 
fectly well. If you have assay offices, according 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Muissis- 
sippi, the bars, after having been assayed there, 
will be taken to San Francisco to be coined, or it 
may be to be shipped to be coired in some foreign 
country, or be brought east to be coined here. 
One or the other of these alternatives must prevail; 
there is no way of escaping them, as everybody 
can see. The queation, then, is, will you bring 
the gold east oi. it assayed, or have it assayed 
and coined in San Francisco? If the gold is 
coined there, by establishing a mint at thai place, 
it seems to me there can be no necessity to have 
the gold dust assayed at the place where it is dug, 
or at two places, and then transported to San Fran- 
cisco, some one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
miles, to have it coined. I wish to have the assay 
office in the mintat San Francisco. I wish the mint 
to be erected, and the buildings erected at Sen Fran- 
cisco, to be sufficiently large and commodious to 
accommodate the assayers as well as the coiners. 
I wish it all done at one place. Os the subject of 
expense, I cannot myself conceive—and nobody 
has gone into the details, nonacy, has given us the 
itenis—how it is possible to make three establish- 
ments less expensive than one, where there shall 
be a concentration in the same building of all the 
Officers neceasary to assay and ccin the gold. No 
one has pretended to give us the items; no one has 
gone into the estimates; but it ig put on a general 

eclaration that it will be cheaper. 1am not cred- 
ulous enough to receive it in tha way. Ido not 
wish to be tedious to the Senate, but I want, in 
the course of this business, to get my amendment 
before the Senate, and have it voted on; and if 
it is voted down, I shall be content, or at least I 
shall submit without saying aword. I would ask 
if | can move to substitute the original amendment 
of the Senator from Missoori, in lieu*of the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, now 
offered ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
it is not in order, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, I am afraid we 
are getting into an awful predicament. The gen- 
tleman from New York advises me that he is net 
willing to abide by the intimation given from the 
Chair, that when the bill is before the Senate | can 
move to strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert my amendment. But it seems to me that, 
in the present condition of things, we can never 
get at my amendment. 

Mr. HALE. .1 would suggest to the Senator 
from Kentucky that when this bil ie reported to 
the Senate, he can move the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri; and if that ameadment is 
adopted, he can then move to strike out the other 
clause of the bill. It can be done in that way. 

Mr. DICKINSON. | will tell the Senator how 
it can be done partiamentarily. He can give no- 
tice, before this amendment is voted upon, of his 
intention to offer an amendment ‘to establish a 
mint instead of an assay office, and then those in 
favor of a mint instead of an assay office will vote 
against the pending amendment. That is the way 
to get at it; but | am not willing to have a motion 
made to strike out the whole bill and insert some- 
thing else. tte A 

Mr. BRADBURY. I would ask if it will not 
be in order for the Senator from Kentucky to move, 
as an amendment to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Missivsippi, to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Missouri? That amendment 
was not voted upon, It was first amended by the 
proposition that there should be two assay offices 
instead of one, so that the Senate has not voted 
upon that proposition ; and, ip order that a vote 
may be taken upon it, | will move, with the leave 
of the Senatorfrom Kentucky, that the amend- 
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ment offered by the Senator from Mississippi be 
amended by striking out all after the word 
“that,” in the first line, and inserting in lieu 


thereof the amendment of the Senator from Mis- | 


souri. 
Mr. CLAY. By to-morrow, I presume, Sen- || 


ators will be able to arrange this matter amongst 
themselves, and therefore, with the consent of the 


Senator from New York, I move that the further | 
consideration of this subject be postponed till to- | 
morrow, at half-past twelve o’clock, that we may |. 


roceed to the order of the day. 
Mr. DICKINSON. 


shall be glad; for f would hike to have a vote taken | 


on this present question. 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 


amendment now stands, if adopted, provision will 
be made for one assay office at San Francisco to 
be immediately erected, and a mint subsequently, 
instead of a proposition to have two assay offices 
at distant points. 

Mr. BADGER. 
amendment to the amendment will be to establish 
a mint at San Francisco and an assay office there || 
also. I wish to say, before I vote upon the | 
amendment, that I shall vote against it, and at a || 
proper time I shall take the sense of the Senate | 
on an amendment proposing to strike out from the || 
first section of the bill the words ** the city of || 
New York,” and insert “San Francisco, Cali. 
fornia,”’ as the location of the proposed branch 
mint. 

Mr. DICKINSON. That will not be in order. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move that the further con- 


sideration of this question be postponed till to- | 


morrow, at half-past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If the Senator will with- 
draw that motion, I will make one which will 
meet his views better perhaps. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There is a special order 
for to-morrow at that time. I move, therefore, 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed, and that it be made the special order 
for Wednesday next, at half-past twelve o’clock, 
and for each succeeding day at the same hour, 
till it is disposed of, during the morning hour. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, being the bill for 
the admission of California as a State into the 
Union, to provide governments for the territories 
of Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals 
to Texas in relation to her western and north- 
western boundaries. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question 
to be on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,} and that on this 
question the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to have 
the amendment read as it now stands. 

The Secretary read the pending amendment to 
the tenth section, which was originally offered by 
Mr. Pratt, and adopted by Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
siasippi, as follows: 

Strike out the words ‘in respect to,”’ and in- 
sert ‘* to introduce orexclude,”’ and after the word 
** slavery’ to insert the following proviso: 

** Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued «0 as to prevent said territorial legislature from pass- 
ing such laws as may be necessary for the protection of the 
rights of property of every kind which may have been or 
may be hereafter lawfully introdaced into said territory.” 

if these amendments be adopted, that portion of 
the section will read as follows: 

“That the legislative power of said territory shall extend 
to all rightful subjecis of legislation consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this 
act; but no law shail be passed interfering with the primary 
disposal of the soul, nor to introduce or exclude African 
slavery:” Provided, that nothing herein contained, &c. 

Mr. DAVIS. It will be in the recollection of 
the Senate that this was proposed by the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Prarr] and accepted by my- 
self as a substitute for my amendment. [ saw the 
manuscript before it was submitted to the Senate, 
» and agreed to accept it. But when I afterwards 
saw it in print, I perceived a word inserted which 
I had no recollection of having seen: before; and, 
en looking again at the manuscript, I found the 


If the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky will withdraw his motion for a moment, I | 


I do not propose to debate | 
this question, but I wish to say, that, as the | 


I understand the effect of the || 
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| word “ lawfully”’ had been introduced b inter- | 


lineation, the Senator from Maryland having, 
/as Tam informed, agreed to its introduction, be- 
| cause he regarded it as not affecting the meaning 
| of the original language. Now, I wish to say 
that, had that word been in the manuscript when 
presented to me, [ would have rejected it. It has 
| suggested to me the possibility of a future conflict 


by this word “lawfully.’” Such possibility makes 


tainly the duty of all to remove any ambiguity 
which may exist. We here legislate under the 
| Constitution and laws of the United States. I re- 
cognize no other authority, and claim all the rights 
| to which I am entitled under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, and will not yield one 
jot or tittle of them. If itis meant to be intimated 
by the introduction of this word “lawfully”’ into 
| the amendment that the laws of Mexico shall be 
|| supreme, above the Constitution and laws of the 
| United States, in territory belonging to the United 
| States; or to deny the supremacy of the Constitu- 
| tion and laws of the United States in such terri- 





} tory, over all other laws, then, sir, let the issue be 
| made, and upon it, I am willing to go before the 


| of construction, a difference as to what we mean | 


it peculiarly the interest of the minority, and cer- | 


May 28, 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. e. 
|, _ Mr. BOYD (chairman of the Commi 
|| Territories) called for the regular order he 
| ness. This day, he believed, had been set a “sd 
| for the consideration of territorial business, fae 
| moved that the House resolve itself into — 
|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union o 
|| take ap the territorial bills. E 
|. The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to th 
|| House that to-day and to-morrow have b 

apart by the order of the House for the con 
tion of the business relating to the Territor 
| The question was taken and agreed to. 
| he House accordingly resolved itself into 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| (Mr. Srrona, in the chair.) 

The Chairman stated that by previoos order of 
|| the House, this day and to-morrow had been se, 
|| apart for Territorial business. The practice of the 
|| committee, he believed, had been to take up the 
/ business in the order in which it was moved by 
| the Delegate or the Chairman of the Committee 
| though the rule, if it were strictly enforced, required 
| that it should be taken up in its order on the cal. 
endar. 

Mr. BOYD. I think the business may as wel} 


Cen se; 
| sider. 
| tes, 
| 
| 


Union, 


| this language. 


|| ing in lieu thereof, comformably to the Constitution | 


I therefore propose a modification of be taken up in its usual order as it stands on the 
I do so to meet that question, and calendar. 
to put myself under the shield of the Constitution || The CHAIRMAN. That course will be pur- 


of the United States. I modify the amendment || sued. 


country. 


| by striking out the word ‘ lawfully,” and insert- || PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN MINNESOTA ayp 


OREGON. 


} and laws of the United States, held in, or—so that it 
|| will read: 
|| «That nothing herein contained shall be construed so as 
| to prevent said territorial legislature from passing such laws 
|| as may be necessary for the protection of the rights of prop- 
|| erty of every kind, which may have been, or may be here- 
| after, conformably to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, held in, or introduced into said territory.” 
| [Leave being granted, the amendment was modi- 
| fied accordingly. 
| Mr, MASON addressed the Senate for an hour 
|| and a half, and was followed by Mr. FOOTE, in 
|| explanation. Mr. CASS, Mr. BERRIEN, Mr. 
|| CLAY, Mr. UNDERWOOD, and others, made 
| brief observations, which will be published with 
| Mr. Mason’s speech, and will be found in the 
|| Appendix. F : 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD, without concluding the 
i observations which he was making, yielded for 
| motion to adjourn. 
| 
j 


| 


| And the Senate adjourned. . 
1 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, May 28, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. SEDDON rose to a privileged question. 
| He said his colleague from the Petersburg dis- 
1 trict (Mr. Meape]} had made an arrangement with 
} a gentleman from New York to pair off with him. 

The agreement had yesterday escaped his col- 
league’s recollection, and he had inadvertently 
| voted on several occasions. He (Mr. S.) was 
happy to say that his vote had caused no change 
in any of the decisions made by the House; but 

still his colleague was desirous that this arrange- 
ment should be observed in the strictest manner; 
he (Mr. §& ) therefore, at the instance of his col- 
league, requested that the Journal be corrected by 
| erasing his colleague’s name wherever it was re- 
| corded yesterday. 

The SPEAKER said the Journal would be 

amended acrordingly if no objection was made. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 

The Journal was then approved. 

Mr. CONRAD rose and said, he held in this 
| hand certain resolutions adopted by the Legisla- 


ture of Louisiana, at their recent session, upon a | 


subject of very great importafice to that State not 
only, but to Arkansas, Mississippi, and probably a 
partof Tennessee. He asked that the resolutions 
| be read, and he hoped that the very great import- 
ance of the subject would induce this House to 
allow the resolutions to be introduced merely for 
the purpose of referring them to their appropriate 
committees. 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 
Mr. CONRAD. I ask that the resolutions be 
|| read, and gentlemen can then determine. 
|| The SPEAKER. If there is no objection the 
|| resolutions will be read. 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 
So the resolutions were not read or reesived. 


i 


! The first bill on the calendar was the bill «to 
| make further appropriations for public buildings 
| in the territories of Minnesota and Oregon.” ° 
| [Seetion }, appropriates $20,000 to each of the 
said territories for the erection of penitentiaries. 
Section 2, authorizes the expenditure of an ap- 
propriation made by section thirteen of the act of 
March 3, 1849, for the erection of suitable public 
buildings at the temporary seat of government of 
Minnesota. 
Section 3, appropriates $20,000 in addition to 
former appropriations for the erection of suitable 
public buildings at the seat of government of Ore 
on. 
. Me SIBLEY said that there was within the limits 

of the entire Territory of Minnesota no place of 
|| confinement for criminals—a fact from which they 
were suffering great inconvenienee. In the case 


of lowa, $35,000 had been appropriated for a pen- 
itentiary. 
ported, with a recommendation that it pass. 

A brief conversation occurred between Messrs. 
Wuire and Sister, in which Mr. Wuite sug- 
secure a suitable and fair accountability for the ex- 
penditure of the money, ; 

Mr. PRESTON KING said that the bill pro- 
under the direction of the Governor of the respect- 
ive Territories. . 

Mr. WHITE (not having an amendment pre- 
House. : 

The bill was laid aside to be reported with a 

ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 
|| The bill to provide for the construction of cer- 
| taken up. f 
\| . "Phe bill was read. It appropriates as follows: 
i o : ‘ : 
|| the Mississippi river, via Coutage Grove, Stillwater, Marne 
Mills, and Fails of St. Croix, to the Falls or Rapids of the 
|| St. Louis river of Lake Superior, filtteen thousand dollars; 
|| tage Grove, Red Rock, St. Paul, and Fails of St. Anthony, 
||} to Fort Gains, ten thousand dollars ; fur the construction 
| of a road fromthe mouth of Swan river, or the most availa- 
|| agency at Long Prairie, five thousand do lars ; for the con- 
struction of a read from Wabashaw to Mendota, five thou- 
sand dollars ; and for the survey and laying out of a military 
|| Missouri, five thousand dollars: The said roads to be eon 
|| structed under the direction of the Secretary of War, purst- 
ant to contracts to be made by him.” 


He moved that the bill be laid aside to be re- 
gested that some amendment should be made to 
vided that these appropriations should’ be expended 
pared) gave notice that he would offer one to the 
recommendation that it pass. 
tain roads in the Territory of Minnesota was next 

‘ For the construction of a road from Point Douglass, on 
for the construction of a road trom Point Douglass, via Uol- 

|| ble point between it and Sauk Rapids, to the Winnebago 
| road trom Mendota to the mouth of Big Sioux river, on the 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid aside t 


'| be reported, with a recommendation that it do not 

ss. 
| err said that bills !of similar character to that 
underconsideration had been reported to this House 
|| in the cases of the former Territories of Wiscor 
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sin, lowa, and, he believed, Indiana; these bills 
were, on some occasions, he knew, rejected. He 
thought that the people of the Territories could lay 
out, cut, and make their roads as well as the peo- 
ieof the States. If there were not so many peo- 

le there, they would not want so many roads. 
There was, in his opinion, no more propriety in 
the Government making roads for a Territory than 
in doing the same work fora State. He hoped 
that the bill would not pass. 

Mr. SIBLEY. In reply to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, | would state, that it has been the 
uniform practice of Congress to aid the organized 
territories, by appropriations of money for the 
construction of roads. The Government being 
the only great landholder, it is in accordance with 
ig own pecuniary interests, as well as just to 
Minnesota, that proper means of access should be 
afforded to immigrants who wish to settle upon 
the public lands. The roads asked for are to be 
the great thoroughfares of the country, some of 
them to lead to your military posts and your In- 
dian agencies, and this Government, by construct- 
ing them, will, in a very few years, save more than 
the sums asked for, by the consequent diminution 
of the cost of transporting military stores and sup- 
plies, and goods and provisions for annuities under 
treaty stipulations. I repeat, sir, thatall the organ- 
zed territories have been liberally provided for in 
this respect. Wisconsin, during the intervening 
period between 1836 and 1845, received $104,000 
for roads and harbors, and why should not our 
territory be dealt with in an equally liberal man- 
ner? | hope, sir, the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee will not be entertained by the 


Mr. WHITE said he had prepared the amend- 
ment which he had intended to offer to the bill 
which had already been acted upon, and he would 
now offer it to the bill at present under considera- 
tien, 

The amendment was read, as follows: 





Oregon and Minnesota shall report to Congress, annually, a 
detailed statement of the expenditure of money appropriated 
by Congress for the use or benefit of said territories, which 
is expended under the order or supervision of the Governor 
and Assembly. 


The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the amendment of Mr. Ware was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Jones, was taken and decided in the negative. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported, with 
a recommendation that it pass. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS IN OREGON. 

Senate bill (No. 90) entitled ‘* A bill author- 

‘ izing the negotiation of treaties with the Indian 


‘ the Cascade mountains, and for other purposes,”’ 
was next taken up. 

[Sec. 1, authorizes the President to appoint one 
or more Commissioners to negotiate the said 
treaties, &c. 

Sec. 2, authorizes the appointment of a Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs for Oregon, with a sal- 
ary of $2,500. 


imposes upon the Governor of the Territory the 


$3,000 


House. 
Mr. PARKER appealed to the gentleman from Sec. 4, authorizes the appointment of Indian 


Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to withdraw his motion 
temporarily in exder to allow him (Mr. P.) to 
move to amend the bill by striking out from the 
J7th to the 19th lines. 

The CHAIRMAN sstated that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Virginia would be in order 
pending the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. PARKER moved to amend by striking out 
between the 17th and 19th lines, the words: 

“And for the survey and laying out of a military road from 
rae to the mouth of Big Sioux river, on the Missouri, 
$5, 9 

This item, he said, provided for surveying and 
laying out a military road, Now, from those 
oficers who had charge of this branch of public 
business there was no estimate for this object and 
no statement of any such military road being de- 
sired. For this reason he moved to strike out the 
words he had indicated. 

Mr. SIBLEY. The objection of the gentleman 
from Virginia is not well founded. The mere fact 
that the word ‘‘military’’ is used, should consti- 
tute no reason why the appropriation should not 
be made. it is true the road will be a “military” 
road in one sense, as itcan be used for the purpose 
of transporting troops and supplies in case of an 
emergency, but it is also one eminently requisite 
to the prosperity of the territory, leading as it will, 
through the central portion of it. I-trust the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia will 
be rejected. 

Mr. PARKER said, as he understood the gen- 
tleman from Minnesota, this item was improper. 
No such road should be laid out, unless it was 
asked for by the proper military officers. His at- 
tention had been called to the subject by being a 
member of the committee which had charge of this 
subject, (the Committee on Roads and Canals.) 
He hoped the commiuee would strike out that 


salary of $1,500. 
lating trade and intercourse with the Indians east 
Sec. 6, aprropriates thousand dollars to 
carry into effect this act.] 
The blank in section six having on motion 


been filled with $25,000, this bill was laid aside to 
be reported. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS, &c. 


The bill to establish a new coliection district in 
the Territory of Minnesota, and for other pur- 

ses, being under consideration— 

Mr. JONES said, by the order of the House 
this day had been set apart for the consideration 
of bills providing for the Territories. This bill 
contained one or two (wholly immaterial) pro- 
visions in regard to Minnesota. It then went on 
to Memphis, Tennessee, which it declared should 
be a port of delivery, and for which it provided 
that there should be appointed a surveyor of the 
customs; it then made an enactment in reference 
to the collection district of Miami, Ohio, and to the 
port of delivery at Louisville, Kentucky; and 
finally it provided that Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
should be attached to the port of ntry and collec- 
tion district of Boston and Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, and authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury to appoint an inspector of customs for 
Chelsea. 

These subjects were in no way embraced within 
the order of the House respecting the business of 
to-day and to-morrow. He saw, moreover, no 





for a collection 
erritory of Min- 
to create the office of 


order. What was the necessit 
district or a port of entry in the 
nesota? It was proposed 


item. ‘ y of twelve hundred dollars; and he ventured to say 
‘ The question was taken and decided in the nega- || not one dime of revenue would be received to pay 
ve. 


that twelve hundred dollars. Hesaw no possible 
necessity for any surveyor or naval collector at 
what was called the pori of Memphis, Tennessee. 
This whole system, as he conceived, of making 
collection districts, ports of entry, and creating 
naval collectors, surveyors, &c., upon our interior 
waters, was wrong. t the vessels entering the 
Mississippi make their entries at New Orleans; 
let them pay their duties there; their cargoes must 
be reshipped there; they could not be carried up 
the river in the same bottoms in which they were 
imported from foreign countries. 

He raised the point of order that the bill was 
not properly a territorial bill, but that it involved 
questions pertaining to the States, and therefore 


So the amendment of Mr. Parker was rejected. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Jowns, that the pill be laid aside, to be reported 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired if it would be in order 
to move to amend that motion by striking out the 
word * not’? ? 

The CHAIRMAN suggested to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that the amendment he pro- 
posed was unnecessary, as the motion of the gen- 
ee from Tennessee involved the same ques- 

on. 
Mr. FOWLER, acquiescing in the suggestion, 
did not press his eucsaineaiha: 


» 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Governors of 
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was not embraced in the special order for to-day. 
If the point of order were not sustained, he gave 
notice he should move to strike out allthat part 
of the bill which did not relate to the ferritories. 
The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order 


| —deciding that the special order was for such bills 


| 
| 
| 


as pertained exclusively to the territories, and 
therefore that this bill was not in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he concurred en- 
tirely in the decision of the Chair; and he ho 
that by general consent those parts of the bill not 
relating to the territories would’ be stricken out. 

The CHAIRMAN said that could only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

_ So the bill was laid aside, as out of order at this 
time, 

Mr. POTTER appealed from the decision of 


the Chair, but after some conversation, at the re- 


a said, of various gentlemen, withdrew the 
| appeal. 


‘ tribes in the Territory of Oregon, for the extin- || 
* guishment of their claims to lands lying west of 1] 
| 


SURVEYS, &c., OF LANDS IN OREGON. 
The bill to create the office of surveyor general 


‘| of the public lands in Oregon, and to provide for 


the survey, and to make donations to settlers of 


| the said public lands, being under consideration— 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, gave notice that at the 


| proper time he should offer an amendment relating 
| to donations of lands to settlers. 


| 
l| 
| 
Sec. 3, repeals so much of a previous act as } 
1} 


duties of Superintendent of Indian Affaira, and | 
fixes the salary of the Governor hereafter at | 


The bill was read for information. 

The Cierk then commenced to read the bill by 
sections for amendment. 

Sect. 1, providing for the appointment of a 
surveyor general of the public lands in Oregon, 
with the authority and duties possessed by the 
same officer on the lands northwest of the Ohio, 


| (except as provided in subsequent sections of the 


agents for Oregon, not exceeding three, with a |) 


Sec. 5, extends the provisions of the law regu- ! 


of the Rocky mountains to the Indians in Oregon. | 








| 
| 
| 







| 


| lars ; and alsothe sum of 


| not, when I offered t 


i 


| 


vill,) was read. 

No amendment being offered, the section was 
passed. 

Sec. 2, being under consideration, in the words 
following: 

nd he it further enacted, That the said surveyor general 

shail establish his office at such place within the said terri- 
tory as the President of the United States may trom time to 
time direct; he shall be allowed an annual salary of ——-—— 
dollars, to be paid quarter-yearly, and ta commence at such 


time as he shall enter into bond, with competent security, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office ; be shall 
| be allowed for clerk hire annually, the sum of dol 








dollars per annum for office 
rent, fuel, and other incidental expenses of bia office, to be 


| paid out of the appropriation for surveying the public lands— 


Mr. THURSTON moved to fill up the first 
blank with $2,500, 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. THURSTON. As to the next blank, per- 
haps there are gentlemen in the House who can 
name a sum with more propriety thani can. f 
would venture to remark that services in Oregon 
cannot be procured for more than four times the 
amount you have to pay in the States. But I did 

e amendment filling the first 
blank, think proper to ask or to exact of this 
House, which has manifested towards the Terri- 
tory of Oregon the most unbounded liberality, 
an exorbitant salary: hence | moved as low an 
amount as possible. If there are gentlemen con- 
nected with the Committee on Public Lands, or 


; other gentlemen who are acquainted with ser- 
| vices of this kind, as I am not, I will be much 


| obliged if they will designate a proper sum to &ill 


| the blank. 
possible necessity for this bill, even if it were in || 


Mr. POTTER said, the Committee on Public 


| Lands had made no recommendation as to the sum 
| with which the blank should be filled. He would 


|| move to insert $6,000. 






collector of the port in this territory, witha salary || 


| he proposed to appropriate to the payment of clerks 
| in the surveyor general’s office, was no such enor- 
| mous sum as the gentleman from Tennessee 


Mr. JONES said the amendment of the gentie- 
man from Ohio was certainly very extraordinary. 


| The salary of the surveyor general had been fixed 
| in this section, at the instance of the gentleman 
| from Oregon, at $2,500; yet it was pro 


b 
the gentleman from Ohio to give his clerk $6,000. 
Mr. POTTER said, the sum of $6,000, which 


seemed to consider it, taking into view the extent 
of the duties. Every gentleman acquainted with 
\a surveyor general’s office knew it to be one of 
| the most laborious of offices,and one which re- 
| quired more clerks than any ether office under the 
| Government. In the surveyor general’s office in 
Michigan, there were some ten clerks constantly 
| employed; and there was nothing like the amount 
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of Ixbor.to be performed there which would be re- 
quired in Oregon. He had proposed $6,000 as the 
lowest possible sum for which, in his opinion, the 
business of the Government could be carried on. 
If the Committee on Public Lands, or any other 
gentlemen had any information showing that the 
duties could be perfotmed fora less amount, he 
should be glad to hear it; he certainly should not 
insist upon $6,000, ifthe business could be done 
for @ leas sar. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, interposed, and (the 
floor being yielded) stated that for the surveyor 
eee office, for the districts composed of 

Aichigan, Indiana, and Ohio, where there was not 
80 much labor, where the public lands were nearly 
all surveyed, the appropriations from 1836 to 1848 
were annuall 600. 

Mr. POTTER said he had supposed that the 
appropriations there varied from $8,000 to $10,000. 
He knew that the clerks employed in the office at 
Detroit were very faithful men, and he supposed 
that $8,600 was but a fair remunerauive compensa- 
tion for the duties performed there. ‘The business 
in the office of the surveyor general in Oregon must 
be much greater, and considering the extensive sur- 
veys to be made, the records to be kept of lands 
donated to settlers, &c., &c., he thought $6,000 
was as small a sum as they could reasonably ap- 
propriate for the performance of the services re- 
quired by this bill. 

Mr. SACKETT moved to amend the amend- 
ment moved by the gentleman from Ohio, by stri- 
king out * six,” and inserting the word ‘ three,” 
so that it should read $3,000. 

He moved this amendment for reasons which he 
would briefly state. Theexpenditures which have 
been made by Congress for the surveyor’s office 
in the western section of our country are for thri- 
ving regions, where there is already a large popu- 
lation, and a population which is rapidly increas- 
ing, and where the demands for the public lands 
are as extensive as the lands themselves. The 
whole population of the territory of Oregon is not 
computed at more than fifteen thousand, and for 
some time to come, it is not probable that this pop- 
ulation will be materially increased. There will 


probably be no great or rapid influx of population 


into that territory for at least two years to come. 
There could not, therefore, in his view of the situ- 
ation and circumstances of this territory, be any 
necessity at present for the appropriation of a larger 
sum than that which he now proposed. If the 
services to be performed in the surveyor’s office 
should hereafter be found to exceed the calculation 
he had now made, it would be easy to make provis- 
ion forthe extra labor. He thought, however, there 
was very little probability that the lands in the 
Territory of Oregon will be required, for some time 
to come, with such rapidity as to render it neces- 
sary to enlarge the amount of the appropriation. 
Mr. DUNHAM (Mr. Sacxerr yielding the 
floor) suggested to the gentleman from New York, 
that the business in this territory which would re- 
quire to be executed in the surveyor’s office, 
would, at once, be very considerable. By the pro- 
visions of this bill great quantities of the public 
lands are donated to families and individuals. 
will be necessary that all the lands be surveyed; 
and if the provisions in this bill are carried out 
according to their import, if consequence of the 
great inducements which will thus be held out, the 
influx of settlers will be very great, If we, there- 
fore, take into consideration the probable growth 
of the population after the passage of this bill, 
and its merease in a few years, it will be evident 
that the force which would be authorized by the 
amendment of the gentleman from hid will 
not be more than sufficient to secure the perform- 
ance of the necessaty duties of the office. He 
believed six thousand dollars would be found 
ae sufficient to compensate the labor which 
would be required. If we provide by this bill for 
hbderal grants of the public dands to ‘settlers, it is 
important that the lands should be occupied as 


go on the lands, and settle and improve them. 

Mr. SACKET'T resumed. The reasons which 
had been assigned by the gentleman from Indiana 
were not ectly satisfactory to his mind, as 
showing that there Was ally necessity for this 
large appropriation, What is the condition of 
things in the territory? There is no surveyor’s 
office there now. [t will require a considerable 
time, not less than six or twelve months, to begin 


€ 


| probability that there will be for some time to 
| come any great influx. of new settlers, give a 


| general before there can be any actual commence- 


| ment of the duties of the office? 
| $3,000 would be amply sufficient under such cir- 


| tend to the making of the surveys. 





i ; i ; j ti ti th 
speedily as postible, in order that people should | ae eae ¢ 


fairly a system of operations under this bill. It 
is known that the popelation of the territory at | 
present does net exceed fifteen thousand. i 

Mr. POTTER (Mr. Sacxert yielding the floor) || 
wished to ask the gentleman from New York a }| 
single question. He made no objection whatever | 
to that géentieman’s general notions of economy, |) 
but as he represented one of the military districts |} 
of New York, he wished to ask that gentleman |! 
what was the amount expended in the survey ef i 
the military district which was repvesented by || 
him? 


Mr. GOTT. Was it not six dollers the lot? 

Mr. POTTER expressed a desire to know the 
cost of these surveys? 

Mr. SACKETT replied that he believed it was 
six dollars the lot, and that the lot comprised one 
mile square. 

Mr. POTTER anderstood, then, that the cost 
of these surveys was six dollars for every mile 
square. There were no subdivisions. This, 
therefore, would make the aggregate expense 
about $12,000. 

Mr. SACKETT resumed. He did not see in 
what manner this touched the question under con- 
sideration. He knew not how it could affect this | 
question, whether more or less was paid for sur- 
veys made in the State of New York—whether 
too much or too little had been paid. The ques- 
tion before the committee was, shall we, in the 
establishment of a surveyor general’s office for a 
territory, the whole population of which does not 
exceed fifteen thousand, and where there is no 


salary of $6,000 to the clerks of the surveyor | 
In his opinion 
cumstances. There could be no necessity for any 
great number of clerks at present. The surveyor 


general will require some time to procure an | 
office, to get the neeessary books, and make all 


| 
Mr. SACKETT said he did not exactly know. | 
} 
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hardy, and industrious man, the occupant and 
owner of six hundred and forty acres of this \anq 
a — wat paid into the Treasyry’ 
than that he should be required to pa ; 
such section of land. oO ey OM fer 

Sir, those who go there are entitled to this 
bounty, this liberality, at the hands of the Goy. 
ernment; and, in order to secure it to them, jt is 
necessary that the Government should extinguish 
the Indian title to the public lands there; and when 
they have extinguished the Indian title, then the 
land should be surveyed and brought into the 
market. And, sir, I do not know whether this 
bill provides that the settlers there shal! have pre- 
emption rights to the lands they occupy. There 
ought, at all events, to be such a provision; for | 
am decidedly in favor of securing to actual settlers 


| the first choice of those lands, after they shai} 
| have been surveyed. There should be no pur. 


chase permitted by other persons before the settler 


| has made choice of his section. 


It is necessary then to have a surveyor general, 


| That is provided for in the first section of the bill, 


His salary has been voted upon by this commit. 
tee, and fixed at $2,500 per annum, which is not 
by any means too large a salary, I think. But 
the proposition which | have sent to your table, 
and caused to be read by the Clerk to the com. 
mittee, provides that no officer shall be appointed 
under the provisions of this bill until the Indian 
title to some portion of the country at least shal} 
have been extinguished. Until such is the fact— 
until you have a provision in this bill that they 
shall cede and surrender to you a portion of this 
territory, you have no earthly use for a surveyor 
general or his clerks in that country. 

I desire, sir, that we first acquire the Indian 
title, and then, and not until then, will it be neces- 
sary to send out these offivers—she surveyor gen- 
eral and his clerks; and he may then appoint his 
deputies, as is customary, and proceed to survey 
the lands and bring them into market; and let ° 
those settlers who are already upon the lands se- 





the preparations necessary for the commencement 
of his duties. The duties of the clerks do not ex- 
They only 
make the entries. It must occupy at least six 
months for the surveyor general to make as many 
surveys as will keep an establishment of clerks 


| employed in making entries of them in the proper 


books. 

Mr. JONES said he would send to the Clerk’s 
table and have read, an amendment, which he in- 
tended to propose to the bill. It was read as fol- 
lows: 

Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be so 


| construed as to authorize the Rppointinent of any of the 
| officers herein provided for until the Indian title to some por- 


tion of the Indian country in said Oregon territory shall have 
been extinguished by treaty. 


Mr. JONES said, he desired merely to remark, || 
| for the information of the gentleman from Ohio, 
| that he did not understand all the provisions of 
| this bill, but theitithere were some of them, and 
perhaps the most’ df them, which he thought he 


i | did understand; and that all those provisions 
t 1 


he was in favor of. In the first place, he was for 


| making as liberal donations to settlers in that 
country, of land there, as any other man in that 


House, or in the other wing of the Capitol. From 
what little experience he had hed in regard to the 
settlement of new countries, he knew that the 


| hardy pioneers who cleared the country, paid 


much dearer for the soil, if they were made a pres- 
ent of it, than did those who came years after- 
wards, and paid them twenty, thirty, forty, or 
fifty dollars per acre for the same land. 

You may go, sir, (continued Mr. J.,) intoany 
new country within this Confederacy, and inquire 
for those who settled the country—for those who 
felled the forrest—who brought the wild land un- 
der cultivation, and you will find, sir, that, before 
they had gotten those lands well prepared for cul- 
themselves were broken down and 
worn out; that premature old age had rendered 
them unfit for, and incapatle of, the cultivation of 
the soil; the clearing of which had exhausted and 
destroyed all their physical power and ability. 

Then, sir, I am for giving to the people who 
may go there now, or who may go there for years 
to come, a liberal, or a bountiful donation of the 
soil; and, sir, | am myself satisfied, that it would 
be the very best disposition that could be rade of 
it. I would far prefer, sir, having an honest, 


/ penses. 


Ject their sections or half sections as the bill may 
provide. 

Well, sir, there is a blank which has been pro- 
posed by the gentieman from Ohio to be filled by 
inserting $6,000. This is, as | understand it, to 
meet the clerk-hire in the office of the surveyor 
general. This appropriation | do not think prop- 
erly belongs to this bill. It strikes me as being 
somewhat inappropriate to it. Why should we, 
in this bill, fix the compensation of the surveyor 
general’s office? It belongs more appropriately 
to the general appropriation bill. But it is pro- 
posed to insert in the blank $6,060, to meet the 
| expenses of clerk-hire. It will be recollected that 
| this appropriation is proposed for the fiscal year 

commencing on the first of July of the present 
| year, and terminating on the 3ist of June, 1851. 
Now, sir, there is not one foot of land in that 
| country, as I understand, to which this Govern- 
| menthas acquired a title from the Indians. Then, 
| until we have sucha title,—until the treaty ceding 
| it shall have been sent here and ratified, what 
necessity can there be for appointing and sending 
| out a surveyor general? For I have no idea that 
any one of those hardy and adventurous citizens 
| of the West, who have gone and settled in that 
| new country, will meet with the good fortune to 
receive the appointment of surveyor general at 
| the hands of this Administration. I will venture to 
say, that some political favorite will be franked out 
to Oregon under a military escort, perhaps, to exe- 
cute the duties of this office of surveyor general. It 
| was done, as is said bya gentleman near me, in 
| the case of the collector of San Francisco; and, 
| might add, it has been done in cases of Indian 
agents. Now, I would say, that before we can 
geta treaty with the Indians, although we may 
pass this bill, and acquire their titles to the lands, 
the next’ fiscal year, for which this appropriation 
is proposed to be made, will have expired; and if 
my dmendment shall be adopted, not a dollar of 
the money can be used, until it can be used with 
‘propriety. The money willthen remain as an un- 
expended balance in the Treasury, subject to the 
order of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, or of the Commissioner of Indian Afiairs, 
according as it may be required to carry out the in- 
tention of the bill. ; 
I can see no necessity, then, for making an ap- 
propriation in this bill to meet these heavy ¢x- 
We should, however, give the subject i's 
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. consideration, and pass those provisions 
which appropriately belong to this bill, leaving | 
this appropriation to be made in the general ap- | 
ropriation bill for the next fiscal year, when it | 
shall come before this House. As I have before 
said, | can see no necessity for appropriating this 
amount at thistime, It is not possible that the 


surveyor general’s office can he in operation | 


within the coming fiscal year, unless a surveyor 
general be sent out there before we have a foot of 
land to survey. : : 

1 hope, then, that this $6,000 will not be in- | 
serted; and that, when the bill shall have been 
read through, the amendment which I have sent to 
the Clerk’s table will be adopted, and made part 
of the bill, by which no one of these officers— 
neither the surveyor general nor the clerks in his . 
ofice—shall be appointed, until there is some land 
acquired from the Indians, upon the survey of 
which they can legitimately enter. 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, I am 
under great obligation to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee for the kind manner in which he has 
spoken of the people of my territory. My people 
will inquire who he is, sir, 

Mr. JONES, (in his seat.) I should like to see 


nem. 
Mr. THURSTON, Yes, sir, they will ask me 
who he is. 

But I think, sir, his amendment raised a ques- 
tion which | can so explain that he will withdraw 
his amendment. It will be perceived, sir, upon 
looking into the bill that the surveyor general is 
to establish a base line or meridian at some point 
at or near the mouth of the Willamette river. 
This point was hit upon by my advice to the com- 
mittee, because the Indians on either side of that 
line, north and south, for some distance, are 
friendly; and besides, a survey on either side of | 
this line would best accommodate the immediate 
wants of the settlers of the territory. The Indians, 
too, for some distance north and south of this line 
are friendly, and would interpose no objections to 
the country’s being surveyed. 
would rather construe it into an indication that the 
Hiaas Boston Tyee had come, and that they would 
receive pay for their lands. 
the Indians would not object. They would not; 
they consider the land in these settlements as be- 


th 


they have not been paid for these lands, as they | 
have been repeatedly promised. 

We are on friendly terms with these Indians, 
and why, sir? Because we have treated them 
kindly. We have had to doit. Our people have | 
bought their farms of these Indians; some once, | 
some twice, and some a half dozen times. It is 
the characteristic of these Indians that they will | 
sell you their land to-day, and receive pay, but | 
bysand-by they will come back again, and de- 
mand pay again, and our people have had to do 
this, or they will pay you off by shooting or 
stealing your cattle and horses. They say, oY ou 
are located on my lafid.’? We have to acknowl- | 
edge, and give a horse or a blanket to satisfy 
them. In this way, sir, for twelve long ,years | 
have the people of Oregon struggled on, and_not | 
a single hostile irruption has taken place, except 
the Cayuse war. This being the case, there is | 
certainly no difficulty at all in the surveyor | 
general commencing his surveys and operations | 
so soon as he shali arrive in the country, if one | 
shall be appointed here. | suppose, however, | 
that the Administration will appoint some good 
man in Oregon to fill that office. I should advise | 
it, for certain it is that we have as good men there 
to fill that office as can be found this side of the | 

y mountains. But whether he is appointed | 
here or there, he may commence his labors im- | 
mediately after the passage of this bill, We 
would be glad to see Sims and so would the In- | 


} 





dians, for they would then see their money in the || 


distance at least. Therefore, I assure the gentle- | 
man from Teunessee (Mr. Jones} there will be no 
difficuity . | 

But, sir, there is another objection to the amend- 
meut of the gentleman. Weare a long ways off. | 
Six months and.a half ago, I wrote a letter. to a | 
friend in Oregon, on important business, Last | 
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| necessary to procure the labor to be done. 
| the repeated kind demons‘rations of this House 

|| towards me, I would not steal a march upon it if || 

| I could. 

| which would not be warranted by the nature of 

|| the case. The gentleman fron: Ohio [Mr. Potrer] | 
| proposes to fill the blank with “ $6.(40;” and this, 


I have said, sir, that || 


| 
| 
} 





Mr. JONES explained. _Commissioners (he 
said) would have to be sent out to negotiate a 


treaty with the Indians. The treaty, when nego- 
| tat 


» would have to be sent back to be ratified by 
the President and Senate, after which the news of 
the ratification must. be sent back to the territory 


, before the surveys could commence; and the sur- 


veyor general (if appointed from the Staces) could 
go out with the news, 
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‘| will pass before a foot of land will be surveyed in | expenses of clerk hire, not exceeding $3,000.” 
that cquntry. 


He intended to vote for the lowest sum, because it 
must be some time before the appropriation can 
come into use, because he has to give bonds, to 
pues for emering on his duties, ant as he will 

ave no occasion to employ clerks during this pe- 


, riod, he will, of course, put the salary into his 


t} 
| 


pocket. He intended to vote for the lowest,sum 


| which had heen named, and if no other proposi- 


} 


} 


Mr. THURSTON, (continuing.) Precisely, sir. | 


But | understand the gentleman's objection raises 
a question of law; that is, whether this Govern- 


tion was acceptable to the committee, he would 
move the amendment he had indicated. ‘ 
Mr. SACKETT said, if it was in order he would 


, modify his amendment so as to make it read as 


} 


ment.can legally, or will survey any of the public | 


| lands there before the Indian title to the same is 


extinguished. If the Government of the United 


| States cannot legally do it, that settles the ques- 
tion. 


In that case, | myself would be opposed to 
the appointment of this officer, to be on aalary be- 
fore he can enter upon his duties. I do not, how- 
ever, so understand the law, or that such has been 
the practice of the Government. 

And new, one word, sir, while Lam up, as to 


{Mr. Sacketr.] He proposes to fill the blank 
with ** $3,000,’ for clerk hire. I remarked before, 


|) that | was unacquainted with this kind of service, 


and was unable to decide upon a sum with proper 
discretion. 1am not in favor of exorbitant sala- 
ries. I desire that they shall be no higher than is 


I would not procure any appropriation 


the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Paown] says, is 


'| less than has annually been appropriated for the 
|| Same service in a similar office in Michigan. It 
|| may he, then, too large, or too small. 
| sum es you «hall deem proper, and if it turns out | 
Indeed, sir, they | 


Fix such a 
too small, whv. I will come back and say so to 


deficiency; and, | doubt not, I shall get it. 
Mr. SWEETSER inquired of the gentleman 


|| from Oregon, if there was an instance of surveys 


, ; | having been made by our Government previous to 
longing to the whites, and they only complain that || 


the Indian title being extinguished? He knew of 
none. It was an_act inconsistent with the do- 


minion of the. Indians. 


Mr. THURSTON. I would simply reply to 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sweerser,] that 
if the land cannot be legally surveyed, that settles 
| the question. But I understand such surveys have 
| been made before the treaty was made. 
| Mr. FITCH considered it of very little import- 

ance whether the Indian titles were extinguished 
by treaty or not. This question of title has been 
| settled by the Indians themselves. It has been 
| settled with the consent of the Indians themselves. 


| They have agreed to relinquish their title, and are | 


now waiting patiently for the stipulated compensa- 


|| tion. They are now looking for this money com- 


| pensation, and they expect to receive it. The 


| object of this bill is not to do anything which can |, 
|| injure the feelings of the Indians. 
prospective arrangements with the Indians, but is || 


It looks to no 


confined to the lands which are now open for set- | 


| 


the amendment of the gentleman from New York, |. 


‘ 


After | 


! 
i 
} 
| 


the gentleman from Ohio had indicated. 

Mr, POTTER desired to say a single word, It 
had been said that this sum could not be expended 
because the Indian title has not been extinguished. 
He wished to remind the committee that the Su- 
preme Court had decided that we had a right to 
make the surveys necessary for public purposes. 
He presumed the Anglo-Saxon race regarded 
themselves as privileged to extend themeelves, and 
to settle the lands over which they spread them- 
selves. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired whether it had not 
always been a custom in case an appropriation 
was found insufficient, to make a provision to sup- 
ply the defect in the deficiency bill? 

Ir. POTTER replied that everything of this 
kind seemed to have been embraced in the defi- 
ciency bill of this session. But he regarded the 
amendment, in the formin which it now stands, 
as outof order. It allows the surveyor general, 
at his discretion, to fix the amount necessary to be 
appropriated. It has been the uniform practice of 
the House to make specific appropriations, and 
that those who are intrusted with the disburse- 


| ment of them, shall be restricted to the limit of 


i 
} 


these appropriations. 
Mr. WHITE suggested an amendment in the 


|| eighth line, by striking out the word “ his,’’ and 


i 


|| you, and ask you for an appropriation to meet the | 


inserting the word “their,” as a substitute. 

The CHAIR decided that this amendment was 
not now in order. 

Mr. WHITE said he would offer it hereafter. 

The CHAIR stated that the question was on the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. JONES suggested that this was out of 
order. It had been the uniform practice of the 
House, when filling a blank, to take the question 
first on the largest sum proposed. It waa, there- 
fore, not in order to take the question first on 


, striking out the lowest amount. 


; 
| 
i 
| 
| 


t 
} 


if 


tlement, We cannot settle these lands until they | 


have been properly surveyed. We are holding 
out an invitation and inducements to our citizens 
to settle in that territory; and numbers who have 
availed themselves of these invitations and induce- 
ments to go there for settlement, will not be al- 
| lowed to remain there without the protectiun they 
have a right to expect. 
The CHAIR here announced that the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee 
| had not yet been offered. He had merely indi- 
cated his intention to offer it; and although the dis- 
cussion, as far as it related to the clerk hire, was 


i] relevant, yet that which bad reference to the Indian 
|| tide was irrelevant to ihe subject before the com- 


mittee. 





Mr. FITCH asked the Chair to propound the 
question. 

The CHAIR propounded the question, intima- 
ting that the modification of the amendment had 
changed its character, and that it was in order to 


put the question on the motion of Mr. Sackerr 
to amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 


The questior being put, the ayes were only 37, 
when tellers were demanded. The Chair ap- 
pointed Mr. Corwin and Mr. Wa po tellers, who 
reported—ayes 44, noes 72. 

So the amendment to the amendment was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Mr. FITCH rose to move an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, which 
might have the effect of obviating some objections. 
He considered the phraseology of the amendment 


| wrong as it stood. He did not wish to leave to 


; 


i 


i 


the surveyor general the power to disburse this 
money as he might see fit. He would observe that 
the Territorial Committee knew little of the ex- 
nses of the surveyor general’s office. The 
had, therefore, left that part of the bill to be 
arranged by the other committee to which they 
had requested that it should be referred, or to the 
pleasure of the House. He believed the amend- 


I} ment he held in his hand would meet the appro- 


' 
| 


Mr. EVANS, of Qhio, thought it would be || im <¢ 
proper to..appropriate such an amount as would | $4,000, or as much thereof as is necessary, for clerk hire in 


| meet the necessary clerk hire. If the motion to || His office.’ 
Sunday I received a reply. Whatisthe inference? | fill the blank with the words “six thousand” || 


bation of the Delegate from Oregor, He would 
therefore more the following amendment: strike 
out the words “the shall be allowed for clerk 
hire annually, the sum of ,”’ and insert: 


There shall be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of 





Mr. VINTON. If I understand the bill as it 


A very plain one, sir. If your commissioners || should be rejected, he should move to amend the | now stands, the surveyor general’s salary is fixed 
must first go there and treat, and return their | 
treaties for approval or ratification, before a sur- | 
veyor general can be. appointed, two whole years 





/ amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
| by so modifying it as to read—*‘ such a sum ap 


the surveyor general may deem necessary for the || posed—for clerk hire. 





| 


| at $2,500, and he is to be further allowed such 
| gum as may be inserted here—and $6,000 is pro- 
But until theie are eurveys 
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to be made, and returns to be sent to the General 
Land Office, there will be nothing for these clerks 
to do; there will be no necessity for them at all. 


Mr. TAYLOR said, he was in favor of the prop- || the surveyor general, wiiose office will be 
oaition of the gentleman from Indiana, so as || time almost a sinecure, greater than the salary 


rightly to dispose of the fund that was proposed 
to be placed at the disposition of the surveyor gen- 
eral for clerk hire. But he was disposed to vote 


for the sum of $6,000, which had been suggested | 


by his colleague over the way, in his first amend- 
ment, And he was in favor of it for this rea- 


son: He understood, from the Delegate from || 
Oregon, that services of any kind in Oregon were || 


estimated at four times as much, or required four 
times as much compensation as the same services 
east of the Rocky Mountains. If this were so, 


why should they hesitate about allowing the sum || 
of $4,000, or even $6,000 for the compensation of |. 


the clerks of the surveyor general? Let the ap- 
propriation be made, and let it be liberal, in order 


that the provisions of the bill may be carried out. || 


He was in favor of all its provisions; and he re- 
gretted to perceive a disposition on the other side, 
to withhold a liberal appropriation. 
to see the provisions of this bill carried into effect. 


He desired to see aid extended in every possible || 


way to those who were building up their little 
homes in that country, and preparing it to come 
into the Union asa State. He was prepared to go 
for the whole thirteen sections of the bill. He un- 
derstood it to be a bill for the establishment of a 
surveying district, and for the survey of the Terri- 


tory of Oregon, and for making donations of the || 


He was in 


public lands to settlers in Oregon. 
He was in favor of 


favor of all its provisions. 


making liberal grants to those men who settled || 


the country. A more beneficial appropriation 
of the public lands, in his opinion, could not ge 


made, than to grant half, or whole sections to || 


those who would cultivate and improve them. He 
was for giving aid to those who were building up 
that new country on our western frontier. He 
was not only for making liberal donations to ac- 
tual settlers, but for paying such salaries to officers 
employed in that country as would secure the 
services of competent men. He was for making 
a reasonable allowance for clerk hire, for it was 
not to be expected, as was stated by the Delegate 
from Oregon, that they could get the work done 
for the same amount of compensation that it could 
be done for on this side of the mountains. He 
trusted that when the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana prevailed, as he believed it 
would, the sum of $4,000 would be altered to 
$6,000, or more if necessary. 

Mr. OTIS inquired if it was in order to offer an 
amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not in || 


order, as there was already an amendment to an 
amendment pending. 

Mr. OTIS. I have an amendment which I de- 
sire at the proper time to offer. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Indiana to the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio; 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Is it now in ordcr to move to 
strike out $4,000, and insert $5,000? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, raised the 
point of order, whether $4,900 having been insert- 
ed, it was now open for amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the proposed 
amendment was not in order. 

Mr, WHITE moved that the next blank be filled 
by inserting $1,500, it being for office rent, fuel, 
and other incidental expenses of the surveyor 
general’s office. 

Mr. GIDDINGS submitted to the Chair a point 
of order, viz: that the amendment to the amend- 
ment having been adopted, the next question 
would be on agreeing to the amendment as 
amended. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 
der, There being but one amendment to the sec- 
er: pending, he held it to be in order to move an- 
other. 

Mr. CARTTER. I conceive that the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from New York is equiva- 
lent to raising the salary of the surveyor general 
from $2,500, up to $4,000. That is the effect of 
it. Tt is neither more nor less than that. Now 1 
think that $2,500 is sufficient, in the present con- 
dition of affairs, for the surveyor general; for, 
my word for it, as the gentleman from Tennessee 


7 


| 
| 


He desired || 
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has said, there will be but very little work to be 
done until the Indians have ceded their title to the 

| United States. The idea of making the onty of 
ora 


| 


_May 28, 


i 


The fourth section was then read, the part in 
| italics being the amendment proposed by the com. 


|| mittee in lieu of the part in brackets, as follows, 
|| vize 


Sec. 4. Ant be it further enucted, [That there shal] be, and 


paid to a Cabinet minister—to any of the heads || Mereby is, granted to every white male American citizen 


| of departments under this Government—appears 
to me to be outrageous. 

Mr. WHITE. Let that part of the section be 
read, 30 that it may be understood. 

Mr. CARTTER. I believe | understand it, sir. 

It was read, as follows: 


#0 much thereof as may be necessary, for clerk hire; and 
| further, the sum of $1,500 for office rent, fuel, and other in- 
| cidental expenses.”? 

Mr. VINTON. I would suggest to my col- 
league, that there are various incidental expenses 
| which should be provided for, such as stationery, 
| books, records, and the like. 

Mr. SACKETT. 


| ment, without expense to the officer? 

Mr. VINTUN. It cannot be furnished unless 

| it be provided for by an appropriation. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I should like to see inserted 
| precisely what is paid to the surveyor general’s 

| office at St. Louis. 
'a letter from Mr. Ewing, which states that the 
amount allowed for office rent, &c., is $500; and I 


| should suppose that this would be a very good | 


criterion, This amount includes everything. 

Mr. VINTON. It must be remembered that 
it is necessary, as a matter of course, to have an 
| entirely new set of books. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man, thet if you appropriate $1,500 for office 
| rent, it will be applied to that, and to nothing else. 

Mr. VINTON. The $1,500 is for office rent, 
and other incidental expenses. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I understand, sir, incidental 
| will go for nothing; and the money will be regard- 
ed as being appropriated for rent alone. I think 


$500 would be abundant for rent; and if you || 


want more for other purposes, make specific ap- 
propriations. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it in order to offer an 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
| pending. 

The question being put on the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, to insert $1,500, it 
was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I will move to fill 
the blank with $1,000, and also to insert after the 
word * fuel,” the words ** books and stationery,” 
so as to make that amount cover the items of fuel, 
stationery, and incidental expenses. 

Mr. FITCH. Perhaps my colleague will ac- 
cept a modification to that amendment, by filling 
the blank proper with ¢500, and also, $500 for 
oe other incidental expenses—making $1,000 
in all. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired whether it was in 
order to strike out the words * fuel and other in- 
| cidental expenses ?”’ 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that it was not now 
in order. 

Mr. THURSTON said, he believed the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana would do. 
He did not desire that there should be very high 
salaries; they were willing to put up with very 
little on the other side of the mountains. But he 
thought that a thousand dollars for furnishing 
books, and for the other incidental expenses of 
the surveyor general’s office, was quite little 
enough; but he presumed it would be satisfactory. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
the gentleman from Indiana, and it was to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio, as amended; and the 
question being taken, the amendment as amended 
was adopted. 

The third section was then read, as proposed to 
be amended by the committee, which was, to sub- 
stititute the word “ eight” for the word * fifteen,”’ 
so that the cost of surveying shall not exceed the 
rate of eight dollars per mile and part‘of mile ac- 
tually surveyed and marked. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I will merely state that I be- 
lieve that is about double what is paid in any of 
the western States. 

The question being put, the amendment of the 
committee was agreed to. 





“* There shall be, and hereby is, appropriated $4,000, or 


| I would inquire whether the || 
|| stationery, &c., is not furnished by the Govern- || 


I happen to have in my hand | 


| above the age of eighteen years, 
|, eluded.) That there shall be, and hereby is, granted to evey 
| settler or occupant of the public lands, above the age of eizhters 
| years, now residing in said territory, or who chall become 
|| a resident thereof on or before the first day of December 
eighteen hundred and fifty, and who shall have resided 
upon and cultivated the same for four consecutive years 
|| and shall otherwise conform to the provisions of this act’ 
| the quantity of [one-half section or three hundred and wwey. 
'| ty acres of land, if a single man, and if a inarried man, or if 
| he shall become married within one year from the fir. 
'| of December, eighteen hundred and fifty, 


| 


American half breeds in- 


| 
| 


tday 
4 the quantity of 
one section or six handred and forty aeres, one-half to hiyp. 


self, aud the other half to his wife, to be held by her in her 
own right, and the surveyor general shall designate the part 
inuring to the husband and that to the wif-, and enter the 
| same on the records of his office; and in all cases where 
|| sueh married persons have complied, &e. 

The question being on the first amendment pro- 
posed by the committee, 
‘|| Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend that amend. 
| ment by inserting after the word * years,”’ in the 
|| sixth line, the following: 
* Being an American citizen, or having made declaration, 
according to law, of his intention to become a citizen.” 


Mr. THURSTON appealed to the gentleman 
| from Kentucky [Mr. Mars#att] to withdraw his 
amendment, as he (Mr. T.) had amendments pre. 
|| pared which he intendad to offer, designed ex. 
| pressly to cover this case. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he was willing to with- 

draw his amendment if the gentleman from Ore- 
_gon had amendments which were better calculated 
| to answer the same purpose. 
| ‘The amendments of Mr. TuursTon were read. 
| Strike out all after the enacting clause to the 
| words *‘now residing,” and insert: 

« That there shall be and hereby is granted to every white 
| male settler or occupant of the pablic lands, American half 
|| breeds included, members and servants of the Hudsou’s 
\| Bay and Puget Sound Agricultural Company excepted.” 
| Also, add a second proviso to the 4th section in 
\| these words: 


And provided further, That all foreigners making claims 

to lands by virtue of this act, betore they shall receive a 
| title to the same, shall prove to the surveyor geveral that 
| he has commenced and completed his naturalization and 
|| become an American citizen.” 


‘| Mr. MARSHALL said he did not like the 
\| amendments of the gentleman as well as his own. 
|| He should therefore insist upon his amendment. 
| Mr. BOWLIN obtained the floor. 

| Mr. THURSTON. Is the amendment of the 
' gentleman from Kentucky before the committee? 
| The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. THURSTON. I will not press my amend- 
ments at this time, but I wish to offer some re- 
marks upon the amendment of the gentleman. 

Mr. BOWLIN, (to Mr. Tuurston.) | have 
| the floor, I believe. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bow] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THURSTON. Very well; let the gen- 
tleman go on. I will get the floor hereafter. _ 

Mr. BOWLIN. In the fouth section of the bill, 
the committee propose to give a donation of land 
to all persons who have heretofore gone into Ore- 
gonand settled. Inthe fifth section they propose to 

ive a grant of land to-all who may hereafter go 
into the territory and settle. But the two sections 
| are different in regard to the qualifications required. 
Both these sections provide, in the original form 
| of the bill, that these grants should be confined 
! 








to American citizens. The committee have strick- 
en this out; and in the first of these two sec- 
tions have adopted the language of our preémption 
bills when applied to the settlers on and occupants 
of the public lands, and applied to those who have 
already gone and settled in Oregon. But in the 
| fifth section they require from those who hereafter 
| go there with the intention of settling, a different 

qualification; for the reason that those who £0 
hereafter, will go understanding! But, in the 
emigration to Oregon, it is a legitimate inference, 
that many have gone there, and cultivated farms, 
without having perfected their allegiance, and we 
should not a bill, With a provision that would 
have the effect to exclude them, or make them lia- 
ble to be jumped, as it is termed; that is, to have 
another person jump into their claim. The object 
of the committee was, to protect those who have 
already settled there, many of whom, doubtless, 
have taken the initiatory step to become citizens, 
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iance. 
str HALL. 1 will ask my colleague what 
objection there could be to requiring those persons | 


to be either naturalized, or to signify their inten- || down. i 


tion to become citizens before a ttle should be 
vested in them? 4 ‘ 

Mr. BOWLIAN.. I have no objection to such a 
provision. 

Mr. HALL. I understand, then, such an 
amendment would meet the views of my col- 
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oa have not had an opportunity to perfect. their | 











Dr. McLaughlin has been their chief fugleman, 
first to cheat our Government out of the whol 





Lands, remarking, that if it stood as originally 
proposed, it seemed to him it would answer the 


purpose quite as well, and that the amendments | country, and next to prevent its settlement. He 


were quite unnecessary, and ought to be voted || has driven men from claimsand from the count , 
; || 60 stifle the efforts at seulement. In 1845, he sent 

The fourth section was accordingly read, as in- ) an express to Fort Hall, eight huadred miles, to 
serted above. || warn the American emigrants that if they altempt- 
Mr. MARSHALL. The clause, as it origin- || ed to come to Willamette they woald all be cut 
ally stood, applied to every man who resided || off; they went, and none were cut of. How, 
there, whether he was a cultivator of the soil or || sir, would you reward Benedict Arno!i, were he 
not. As itat present stands, it applies to actual | living? He fought the batiles of the country, yet 





league, and the amendmeat which the gentleman || settlers and occupants of land. That is the differ- || by one act of treason, forfeited the respect of that 


from Kentucky has it in contemplation to pro- | 
pose, makes this requisition, that, before the title | 
is perfected, the individual shall either become a 
citizen or signify his intention so to do. 

Mr. BOWLIN. (If the amendment of the gen- | 
deman from Ranereke, enone such a provision } 
Lam in favor of it. But 1 am opposed to any || 

rovision which would exclude from the benefits || 
of this act those peeple who are now cultivating || 
farms in Oregon. 1] 

Me. THURSTON. Will the gentleman allow |! 
me to ask him @ question? 1] 

Mr. BOWLIN. Certainly. 

Mr. THURSTON. Does the gentleman refer | 
to the action of the committee? 

Mr. BOWLIN. Ldeo. i 

Mr. THURSTON. I apprehend that there | 
was not a singhe member of the committee, with | 
the exception of the gentieman from Missouri | 
and the gentleman from [llinois, who was in favor || 
of giving lands to the servants of the Hudson’s 1 
Bay Comey: 

Mr. BOWLIN. I do not know what consider- | 
ations operated with the committee when this || 
amendment was adopted by the committee. So || 
far as | am concerned, I have done nothing to || 
favor the Hudson’s Bay Company; I care as little || 
about them as the gentleman himself, so that he || 
can make but little out of any such suggestion as || 
that. 

lam not in favor of making grants of land to || 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. What I say is, that 
I am opposed to any provision that will make 
those who are actual settlers and cultivators of | 
land in Oregon, likely to be jumped or superseded 
in their rights, and that is what the committee in- | 
tended by this amendment—to prevent the taking | 
away from those who have made improvements 
apon land in Oregon, those improvements, and 
giving them to others. I want to protect all who | 
are settled there, without any distinction, except | 
that they shall be free white persons. That is 
the object. 

Now, | will call the attention of the committee 
to a fact, that, as the gentleman has made allusion | 





| 
| 


to the Hudson’s Bay Company, God knows | care | 
nothing about them. I do not know one of them. 
But history informs us, that there are retired ser- 
vants of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who are se® | 
tled upon farms in Oregon. 
We provide in the fourth section, as follows: 
“ Provided, however, That thissection shall not be socon- | 
strued as to allow those claiming possessory rights under || 
the treaty with Great Britain, relative to the Oregon Terri- || 
tory, to claim both under the grant and the treaty, but mere- 


ty to secure them the election, and confine them to a single i\ 


grant of land.”? i| 
And in the next section it is provided as follows: | 
“ Provided, al 


} 


in his or her own right.” 


\| explain. 


| second, because it would give land to every mem- || 


| come so by naturalization. 


| and still hold on to their possessory rights. But it || 


| Agricultural Company to obtain donations, besides || 
| their lands and farms under the treaty. 


| as to precisely cover the largest possible interest || 
| of those two companies and of all British subjects; 


| could his amendment be construed to make dona- 


» That no person shall ever receive a || 
patent for more than one doration of land in said territory, || 


; ‘| gentleman’s amendment. 
Now, if there are men there holding possessory | and b 


rights under our treaty with Great Britain, they | 


ence. |; country. A bill for his relief would fail, 1 am 
Mr. BROWN. I perceive the difference. || sure; yet this bill proposes to reward those who 
Mr. THURSTON. Mr. Chairman, I wish to || are now, have been, and ever will be, more hostile 
I wish to be distinctly understood, that || to our country—more dangerous, because mure 

I am not opposed to giving land to any foreigner || hidden, more jesuitrcal. 
provided he likes our Government well enough to || Now, sir, | was instructed by my Legislature 
become a citizen. If he does not, he ought not to || to ask donations of land to American citizens 
expect it. When a foreigner comes among us, || only. The memorial of the Oregon Legislature 
and becomes a naturalized citizen, | hold he is our | was reported so as to ask donations to setilers, and 
brother, and should be treated in all respects as || that word was steicken out and citizens inserted, 
This, sir, I consider fully bears me out in insisting 


though he was native born. 1 am opposed to the || 
amendment of the Land Committee, because, first, || that our public land shall not be thrown into the 
it would give land to every member of the Hud- || hands of foreigners who will not become citizens, 
son’s Bay Company, who are precluded from be- || and who sympathize with us with crockodile tears 
coming American citizena while a member; and | only. 

I can refer you to the supreme judge of our 


ber of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, | Territory, for proof that this Dr. McLaughlin 
who have their farms and lands confirmed to them |; refuses to file his intention to become an American 
by the treaty of 1846; and thirdly, because it would || citizen. If a foreigner would bona fide file his 
give land to every servant of the Hudson’s Bay || intentions, | would rot object to give him land. 
Company, including some hundreds of Canakers, || But our case in Oregon ie peculiar. There are 
or Sandwich Islanders, who are a sace of men as || many Englishmen, members of the Hudson's Bay 
black as your negroes of the South, and a race, |, Company, who would file their intention merely to 
too, that we do not desire to settle in Oregon. || get the land and then tell you to whistle. Now, 
Whatever falls into the hands of these men would || sir, I hope this House, this Congress, this country 
be just so large a windfall to the Hudson’s Bay || will sot allow that company to stealthily get pos- 

session of all the good land in Oregon, and thus 


Company. If we are to give landa, let it be to || 
American citizens by birth and those who will be- |, keep it out of the hands of those who would 
become good and worthy citizens, Those foreiga- 


ers in Oregon, who have left the company, or 
tion to the proviso to the section, and read it. || shall leave it, and prove their love of our country 
Mr. THURSTON. Exactly what | said be- || by completing their final oath of love and allegi- 


fore. Article third of the treaty-has to do with li ance, should have an appropriation, and be taken 
the nae rights of the Hudson’s Bay Com- || into the fold of American citizenship—aye, sir, 


Mr. BOWLIN invited the gentleman’s atten- 1 


pany and all British subjects. But article fourth i should have a donation of land; but Lam not for giv- 
of that treaty says nothing about the possessory || ing land to Sandwich Islanders or negroes. | have 
rights of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Compa- |, no fears in defining my position here. Our Legis 


ny; it merely speaks of their lands and farms. || lature passed a law at its first session, excluding 
ow, your proviso simply prevents those whose | free negroes; that law | approve, the people there 
possessory rights are spoken of in article third of || approve it; the Canakers and negroes, if allowed to 
the treaty, from taking lands by virtue of this bill, || come there, will commingle with our Indians, a 
mixed race will ensue, and the result will be wars 
and bloodshed in Oregon. The members of our 
Legislature foresaw this, and, like wise men as 
they were, they guarded against the evil. Now, 
|| sir, Lam obedient to the wish of my constituents, 
and hence am opposed to donations to negroes of 
any grade. But if the House does not sgree with 
|| me, a8 to requiring a completion of naturalization 
| before patent issues for the land, I shall be content 
|| with the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
‘| tucky [Mr. Marswat.} 
| 


would allow the members of the Puget’s Sound || 


It is re- | 
markably strange that this bill should be so framed 


no doubt accidental, but yet it is remarkable. | 

Mr. MARSHALL interposed and (Mr. T. 
yielding for explanation) said, the bill as it now 
stood provided for making a donation to every 
settler and occupant. He desired to limit it to 
American citizens and to foreigners who had filed 
their intention of becoming citizens. How, then, 


Mr. BOWLIN made some remarks on what 
had fallen from the gentleman frou Oregon. He 

|| said he knew nothing about the the Hudson’e Bay 
Company, but he believed there were many set- 

| ters in Oregon who had been there for years, and 
| had never been able to perfect their utiles. He had no 
| idea of permitting these persons to be ejected after 
|| expending the labor of years in the cultivation of 
‘| their tracts. It was for persons of this class that 
\| he desired to make provision. The gentleman 


tions to foreigners who had no intention of be- 
coming American citizens? 

Mr. THURSTON. I think I understand the 

1 will come to that by 

y- I have said that the bill as reported 

from the Committee on Public Lands, would give 


can take nothing under this bill; but if there are |, donations of lafid to Canakers. I did not mean that 
settlers who are not American citizens, but who | the gentleman’s amendment would do so. I ap- 
have settled there, and have cultivated their farms, | prove of that amendment as far as it goes, but I 
1 do think it would not be con. * those people | hold that he should first be required to complete 
right to lay them liable to have their improved | his naturalization before the title abso)ute should 
farms taken from them. And then, when we || vest in him. We want citizens in Oregon who | cover the whole of the settlers who had a right to 
come to the next section, we req ire them to pro- || will take a parg in our Government and laws; and | be protected. as 
ceed to perfect their allegiance; and those who go || the lands there, we think, should belong to those | Mr. THURSTON expressed his entire willing- 
hereafter will be aware of what ‘will be required || citizens. It is no hardship to require a completion | ness to give lands to all who were naturalized clu 
ofthem. if there is any suct <se, as I have al- | of naturalization before the donation is completed. | zens, or to all who were willing to become natural- 
luded to in Oregon, where a man who is not an, There is no foreigner who would object to this, |, ized, and had made a declaration to that effect. 
American citizen, has been cultivating the land, | for to refuse to complete one’s naturalizagion would || He was willing to give lands to all who loved our 
and making improvements n, he ought to | be manifesting a hostility to our Government and || country well enough to fight for her. 
be protected; and if there is no such case, still, the | laws by no means recommending a bounty by that i Mr. BOWLIN replied that they agreed per- 
provision cando no harm. 1 have no particular | Government. i; fectly thus far. Only the gentleman does not 
interest in this matter, but I desire that no man, l And as.to the humbug about the Hudson’s Bay |, mean to embrace any who may have been in the 
whether American citizen or otherwise, shall’be Company, mentioned by the gentleman from Mis- | service of the Hudeon’s Bay Company. 
unnecessarily driven from his porsessions. | souri, (Mr. eae have to say { know of no}, Mr. THURSTON said that. the amendment 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, asked for the reading — humbug about it. is company has been war- || excluding persons who were the servants of the 
of the bill as reported by the Committee on Public ring against our Government for these forty years. || Hudson’s Bay Company would not cover more than 


|| from Oregon had talked about Dr. McLaughlin 
|} and Sandwich Islanders, and other people, of 
|| whom he (Mr. B.) knew nothing. But he would 
‘test the matter by moving to amend the bill by 
|; introducing the words ‘free white,’’ so as to 
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those who areactually servants now. Whenthey | there. 1 can see no necessity for making the dis- 
have been discha from the service of the com- tinction. I shall propose, as an amendment to the 
ny they can no longer be regarded as Servants | fifth section, that all settlers, whether married or | 
me || single, shall have a donation of a whole section of 
Mr. CARTTER said, the gentleman from Mis- | land. 
souri wished to give our public lands to British | Mr. BOWLIN. We have not yet reached the 
subjects, and he was opposed to that. fifth section. My amendment will be first in 
Mr. BOWLIN made some reply, which was | order. 
imperfectly heard. He was understood as reit- The CHAIRMAN repeated that the amend. 
erating it a8 his principle to secure the rights of || ment of the gentleman from Ohio was not now in 
those who had been settled on their lands for || order, inasmuch as it was not an amendment to 
years, under the expectation that the Government | that portion of the bill now ander consideration. 
would ultimately make provision for them. He |) Mr. BOWLIN. I now propose to insert the 
agreed that they onght to have sworn allegiance | words “ free white.” 
to our country. The objections to the Sandwich | Mr. SACKETT. I hope the amendment will 
Islanders he wan ready to meet by moving to in- || not be adopted. 
sert the words ‘* free white.” He required only || 
that they should file a declaration of their inten- || man, that if he had listened to the remarks that 
tion to become citizens. That was sufficient for || have been made, he would have seen the necessity | 


him: “ | for the amendment. 
Some conversation here took place, in which Mr. SACKETT. [ assure the gentleman from | 
Mr. FITCH, Mr. EVANS of Maryland, Mr. || Missouri that I can see no necessity for it. And 
THURSTON, and Mr. CARTTER participated. || 1 can see no propriety in the kind of legislation 
The conversation related to the possibility, that || that discriminates in regard to color. I can see 
under this act and the treaty with Great Britain, || no necessity, sir, for avy such provision in this | 
those who were provided for by the latter might || bill. I can see nothing, sir, in the nature or con- 
have the power to locate double tracts of land, || stitution of man, in the exigencies of the country | 
‘and it was considered desirable that the bill should || we are legislating in relation to, that can justify | 
be so guarded as to prevent any practice of this || this odious distinction. There is no reason for 
kind prevailing under the provisions of the bill. such injustice, sir, that commends itself to my | 
Mr. CROWELL asked, What was the ‘ques- || mind, or that makes such legistation appropriate. | 
tion? || Free white citizens, sir! Why, if there is any 
The CHAIR desired the Clerk to repeat the || occasion for the bounty of the Government—any | 
amendinent; and it was repeated, as follows: necessity for the disposition of the public lands as | 
« Being a citizen of the United States, or having made || a gratuity for the benefit of individuals, let them | 
a declaration according to law of his intention to become 


ec || go where they are most needed, and on that score | 
a citizen.”’ 


|| you would naturally say the discrimination should 
‘Mr. BOWLIN. I would suggest to the gentle- || be the other way. Surely there should be no 
man from Kentucky, that his proposition cuts off || such injustice done as is proposed by this amend- 
all those who have not already filed their declara- || ment. And 1am very, very sorry, to seea dispo- 
tion. Let the individual make his declaration to || sition on the part of the Delegate from the Terri- | 
become a citizen. || tory itself sanctioning or promoting such a pro- 
Mr. MARSHALL. If the gentleman had read || vision as this. 
the bill he would have seen that, up tothe year | Mr. THURSTON. The gentleman has alluded 
1850, there is a reservation of the right of the ac- || to my position upon this bubject. Let me state, | 
tual settler. || sir, for the information of the House, that the peo- | 
Mr. DUNHAM made a remark, understood || ple of Oregon Territory so dread the introduction 
by the reporter to be, that there were courts of rec- || of the negro race into Oregon, that, atthe last ses- | 
ord, before which declarations could be filed by || sion of the Legislature, they passed a law prohib- | 
those who wished to become citizens. || iting the introduction of any free negro into the | 
Mr. FITCH. If the amendment of the gentle- || country. This they considered necessary, as a | 
man from Kentucky to the amendment of the || matter of protection to themselves against the in- | 
Committee on Public Lands, is adopted, | take it \} jurious influences which are exercised over the 
for granted this amendment is no longer suscepti- | ‘Indian race, inclining them against the whites. 
ble of amendment. || Mr. SACKETT. The kind and character of | 
The CHAIRMAN. It will still be subject to ||-legislation of Oregon upon the subject of what | 
amendment. their population shall be, is a thing which belongs | 
The ee was then put upon the amend- || exclusively to themselves; it is a thing with which | 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. || we have nothing todo. But, sir, in any legislation | 
Mansaut,) and it was agreed to. touching national property—touching the disposi- 
Mr. BOWLIN. 1 propose now to insert the || tion of what belongs to the nation—shall there be, | 
words ** free white” before the word * settler.” | at this early stage of that legislation, in reference 
Mr. POTTER. I desire to send to the Chair || to Oregon, a discrimination in favor of a portion | 
an amendment, which, I hope, will be adopted. It || of the citizens of this country, and against another | 
is, to Strike out, ih section four, line eleven, from || portion? 1 hope the amendment will ‘not be 
the word ** half’? to the word “ one,’’ in the fii- || adopted. 
teenth line; and, after the word ‘acres,’’ in the || While up, sir, I wish to say a few words upon 
eixteenth line, to the word “ office,” in the twen- || another point, which is intimately connected 
tieth line; and, also, to strike out the word *mar- | with this subject. There may be something pe- 
ried,’’ in the twentieth line, so as to give to each || culiar in the relations occupied by the Hudson's 
settler or occupant, whether married or not, who || Bay Company, or those who have been in the 
may conform to the provisions of this act, one || employ in that company, which might make an 
section, or 640 acres of land. '| exception in reference to this company or its em- 
The CHAIRMAN stated, that the pending || ployees desirable. 1 have no information revard- 
amendment was that reported by the committee, i ing it; but, so far as our legislation is calculated to 
and that unless his amendment referred to the 1 cut off the hardy pioneers—the early settlers of 
amendment of the committee, it would not be in that country, who have for four years past occu- 
order. | pied and cultivated lands there—so far as our legis- 
Mr. BOWLIN. =I wish to amend the amend- |! lation is calculated to cut off those who have gone 
ment of the committee by adding the words “ free || there and so lived and cultivated the land from 
white,’” before the word ‘* settler.”’ | other portions of the world, without having first 
Mr, POTTER. Dol understand the Chair to { gone heomgh the formula of naturalization, 1, for 
say that there is an amendment now pending? If || one, am entirely opposed to any such limitation. 
not, I desire to state the effect of the amendment, || If the lands are to be given away, let them go to 
which I will send up, in order that the House may } the actual settlers, who have occupied them ac- 
understand it, and save the necessity of having it i cording to the bill, come from where they may. 
read. This fourth section provides, that a single On motion by Mr. THOMAS, 
man going to the Territory of Oregon to settle, shali | The committee rose, and reported its action to 
have a donation of half a section; and thata mar- | the House. 
ried man shall have a whole'section. The ob Mr. SIBLEY asked that the bills reported from 
of my amendment is to do away with that distinc- || the committee be put upon their F 
tion. ‘There are few men who go to Oregon now, || The SPEAKER stated that the firat bill: was 
who do not carry families along with them; al- || that making further appropriation for public build- 
though some go, and marry soon after they get | ings in the qulieihes of Oregbaens bianeen. 
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Mr. BOWLIN. I will suggest to the gentle- || 
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4 ¥ a 
Gort ee <ggre: — Senne by Mr. 
, it received a second, and th i . 
| tion was ordered. ; yee 
|_Mr. WHITE inquired whether the main ques 
tion would not be first on the amendment proposed 
by him in committee, and adopted ? 
tte whe ow said, no enrevonn had been 
| reported to this bill from the Committ 
Whole on the state of the Union. conten 
The main question now being on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time, it was 
put, and carried in the affirmative. The bill being 
| engrossed, it was read the third time and passed’ 
Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the House 
adjourn. The question was put and determines 
| in the negative. 
The bill to provide for the construction of cer. 
| tain roads in the Territory of Minnesota beine 
| next in order. » 
The question was first upon concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| in their amendment requiring the Governor to 
report to Congress the manner of the expenditure 
of the appropriations. 
Mr. JONES moved to lay the bill on the table. 
The question was put, and it was decided in the 
| negative. 
| ‘The previous question was called for by Mr. 
GOTT, and the House being divided to ascertain 
whether there was a second, it appeared that there 
were—ayes 62, noes 28—no quorum voting. 
Tellers were cal'ed for. 
Mr. BURT said it was obvious that there was 
no quorum; he therefore moved that the House ad- 











|| Journ. 


| The question was put and a@greed to, and the 
House adjourned accordingly. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following’ petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
| priate committees: 


By Mr. HILLIARD: The petition of James Abererombie, 
| a director of the Girard Railroad Company, asking certain 
privileges in regard to the public lands. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The memorial of Ashbel Smith and 
others, physicians of the State of Texas, praying Congress 
to enact that the grades of medical officers of the navy shal! 
| be of the same degree of rank, relatively, as the medical 

officers of the army. 


| By Mr. PHELPS: The memorial of A. M. Julian and 13 
| others, citizens ot Missouri, praying that the provisions of 
the laws granting bounty bands to the soldiers who served in 
the war with Mexieo, may be extended so as to gram 
bounty lands to the inen composing a regiment of infantry 


|| called into service from the State of Missouri in 1847, and 


which was disbanded shortly after it was mustered into 
service, 

Also, the petition of John B. King and 62 others, citizens 
of McDonald county, Missouri, praying for a post-route 
from Neosho via Hannon’s Mill, Pineville, and White- 
Rock Prairie, to Bentonville, Arkansas. 

Also, the petition of William Henry and 41 othets, citizens 
of Missouri and Arkansas, praying for a mail-ronute from 
Forsyth, Missouri, via Hussar’s Prairie, Carroll county, 
and Marshali’s Prairie, Marion county, to Lebanon, Ar- 
Kansas. - se 

Also, the memorial of Henry O'Reilly, praying permission 
to extend the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph line throagh the 
public domain, and that the present military force may be 
so distributed along the line as to protect ali citizens who, 
like himself, may desire to effect communication over the 

ublic domain, from the frontiers of Missowri, through Ne- 
Crave and Deseret, to California. ' 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of William Robinson, 
Kes Deere Donny, H. Smyser, and many other citizens ot 

iutsborgh, Pennsylvania, asking that there may be such a 
modification of the tariff of 1846, as will protect the indus- 
try of the country. , : 

Also, the petition of J..S. Silsby and other citizens of Phil- 
adelphia, asking for a uniform rate of postage on all prepaid 
letters, of two cents per half ounce, ail d stances. 

Also, the petition of George W Norris and many other 
surgeons and physicians of Philadelphia, asking for assit- 
jJated rank to medical officers in the navy. y 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of Joseph M. Frick and 
132 other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing Congress for an immediate modification of the existing 
tariff laws. P. 
_ Also, the petition of William Brittain and 42 other citi- 
zens of Reha ii county, Fonnerivania, asking Congress 
for an immediate modification of the existing tariff laws. 

Also, the petition of Thomas N. Potts and 48 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress for an 
immediate modification of e tariff laws. . 
Also, the petition of Cornelius Harper and 56 other cit- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
for an immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 


Also, nry t 69 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress for 30 

immediate modification of existing tariff laws. 
Also, the petition of R. Phillips and 95 other citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress for an 
= a illiams and 84 other citi- 


Also, me petition 9 Thomas Williams 
i es P Ivania, asking Congress 
mone of ere So ae meni a 
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1850. 
; | 
WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Lake 

we the State of IItinois, praying for the repeal of all 
= authorizing slavery and the slave trade in the District 
lam solumbia ; and in the eventof non-repeal, the removal 
of the seat of the National Government. | 
Oe the petition of citizens of Lake county, in the State 
of Hlinois, praying for the right of trial by jury to persons 
aimed as fugitive slaves. : 
‘i ‘bo the petition of citizens of Lake county, in the State 
(mois, remonstrating against the admission of mote 
cate States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lake county, in the State 
{ Ininois, praying for the prohibition of slavery and the 
siave trade in all the territories of the United States. 


| 

} 

IN SENATE. | 
Tuespar, May 28, 1850. \| 
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The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
acommunication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate | 
of the 20th instant, calling for information as to | 
whether any pay, compensation, or allowance, un- | 
der any circamstances whatever, except for travel- 
ing expenses when under orders, have been received 
by any officers of the Navy, either by furnishing 
them quarters free of rent, or furniture, or in any } 
other way whatever; which was read. re 

Mr. HALE moved that the communication lie | 
on the table and be printed. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
print goes to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. HALE hoped the motion to print might be | 
adopted at once, which was agréed to; and the doc- 
ument was ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. STURGEON presented several memorials: 
one of members of the American Medical Associ- || 
ation of Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio; one from | 
surgeons, passed-assistant, and assistant surgeons 
inthe navy; and onesigned by physiciansof Phila- | 
delphia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Louisiana, and | 
other Statea, asking that the rank of medical officers | 
in the navy may be assimilated to that of officers of | 
the same grade in the medical staff of the army; | 
which were referred to the Commitee on Naval | 
Affairs. . 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of | 
citizens of Lowa, asking the establishment of a | 
mail route from Fort Des Moines to Weston, in | 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads, 

On motion by Mr. NORRIS, 

Ordered, That the memorial of A. J. Frasier, and the re- 


port of the Secretary of State thereon, on the files ef the | 
Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
towhich was referred the memorial of Peter N. | 
Paillett, asking indemnity for property destroyed | 
during the late war with Mexico, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed, accompa- | 
nied by a bill for the relief of Peter N. Paillett; | 
which was read and passed to’a second reading. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on ‘Pub- 
lie Buildings, ‘to which was referred the memorial 
of Robert Mills, architect in Washington, in réla- | 
tion to the enlargement of the Capitol, submitted | 
areport thereon, concluding with the following res- 
olution : ; 

Resolved, That the 33d rule of the Senate be so amended 
4s to insert in the clause providing for the appointment of 
astanding Committee on Public Buildings, after the word 
“members,” the words “who shall have power also” — 

The report was ordered to be printed, and the | 
resolution was agreed to, 

And, on motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate the same to | 
the House of Representatives. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. ATCHISON gave notice ‘that he would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to | 
intnnige bill for the relief of the heirs of’ Col. | 


. a. Palen 

Mr. FE CH gave notice that he would to-mér- 
row, or some early day thereafter, ask leave to | 
introduce a bill to amend the act entitled “An act 
oo i : ee time an additional milita 

ree, an other purposes,’” roved J] 
Febraury, 1847. = f : “PP 

BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 
bill from the House of 














The ntatives, 


i Represe 
for the relief of James T. Shackleford, was read | 


a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Privat Land Claims. 


THe concaa 














The bill to increase the rank and file of the army || 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. i} 


i} 
PRIVATE BILL PASSED. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN moved to take up bill No. || 


40, on the calendar, being the bill for the relief of i 


Joseph P. Williams; which motion having been ! 


agreed to, the bill was considered in Committee of 
the Whole, and, after having been amended, was | 
reported to the Senate, the amendment was con- | 
curred in, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 
JUDICIARY IN OHIO. 

Mr. CHASE asked the Senate to indulge him | 
in taking up the bill reported yesterday from the | 
Committee on the Judiciary, to regulate the times || 
of holding the circuit and district courts of the 
United States in the State of Ohio. 

The bill not having come up from the printer’s, 
the motion was withdrawn for the present. 


ORDER OF PROCEEDING. 


Mr. BRADBURY moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill to make com- | 
pensation to Walter Colton. 

Mr. KING. I shall have to object to ‘this 
irregular mode of proceeding. 





arise on the question of priority, and we shall lose |, 


more time in discussing whether we will proceed | 

to the consideration of particular bills than would | 

suffice to dispose of them in their regular order. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 


stands on the same ground as others that have been 


considered, and I believe it will not lead to discus- || 


sion. I, however, desire to have it disposed of | 
now, as probably I may be absent after the present | 
week for a short peridd. 

Mr.-HALE. I think it is unjust to those inter- 
ested in the private bills on the calendar, to permit 
selections thus to be made to the exclusion of | 
others; and, if nobody else does it, | will move to | 


go into Committee of the Whole on the private | 


calendar, where it is just they should be taken up 
in their order. 

The motion to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill indicated by Mr. Brapsury was not | 
agreed to. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


special order, being the resolution of inquiry in| 
tegard to removals from office, submitted by the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brapsvury,] was taken | 


up. 
Nay: WEBSTER. Mr. President, | believe I 


have the consent of the honorable member from | 


sideration of that resolution be postponed, and 


|| made the order of the day for Thursday, at half- 


past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. DICKINSON. T[ should hope*it would 
not be made the order of the day for that particu- 
lar hour, unless we close the debate upon the bill 


nesday. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Let it take its place after 
that special order, if it should not be disposed of 
on Mie 

Mr. BRADBURY. [supposed that the reso- 
lution was to be considéred to-day; but the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts, for reasons per- 
sonal to himself, desired that it might be postponed. 
I have no objection to & postponement to any day 
this week, when it can be considered and acted 
upon; but there are reasons why it is important to 
me that it should be acted apon this week, as it 
‘will be impossible for me to be present unless it is. 


Spee on Thursday, 1 certainly will yield with 

pleasure to the motion of the Senator from Massa- 

Sat eae hg yee eo that 

when it is ‘up we shall have action upon it. 
ir. HALE. Tio 





Mr .- Ido not know but I may be un- 
der the necessity of offering an amendment to that 


resolation, unless the Senator from Maine will 
consent to extend the inquiry to a date a little 
earlier. There were seas enone made eight 
years ago, respecting w ve some little 
curiosity to know the cause, and for that reason I 





If bills are thus to | 
be taken up ont of their order, discussion will || 


I suppose that this bill || 


The hour of half-past twelve having arrived, the .| 


Maine to the motion which I make that the con. || 


to establish a branch mint at New York on Wed- | 


If the resolution can be brought forward and acted |, 
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would like to have the inquiry extended back to 


and to encourage enlistments, which was returned | 1841. 
from the House of Representatives with an amend- | 
ment, was, }} 


Mr. BRADBURY. If the Senator from New 
Hampshire feels sensitive in relation to any re- 
movals in New Hampshire in 1841, he is compe- 
tent to introduce a resolution to meet the conse. 
The difficulty wonld be, the Administration which 
made the removals in 1841 is not in all respects 

recisely the same as that now in power, 

Mr. TURNEY. | have no objection to the 
postponement of the consideration of this subject 
till some future time; but 1 desire to make a tet 
remarks when it does come up, not so much as 
it relates to the — into the subject of removals 
in other States as in the State of Tennessee. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Go on to-day. 

Mr. TURNEY. I feel that it is my duty to 
vindicate the character of some of those who have 
been removed from office in that State, and to show 


| that the removals there were removals for opinion’s 


sake, without any charges of a dereliction of duty 
whatever, and in the absence of anything like 
proof. I do not propose to throw obstacles in the 
way of the motion of the honorable Senator from 
| Massachusetts. Lam wilting that the subject shall 
| be postponed will the day named; but | doubt 
_ whether it ean be disposed of in the morning hour 
| after half past twelve o'clock. If the motion to 
postpone could be withdrawn, I would as willingly 
| submit my remarks this morning as at any other 
| time. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the Senator from 
| Massachusetts will withdraw his motion for the 
present, that the Senator from Tennessee may 
submit his remarks, and he will renew the 
motion, 
Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly, sir. 
Mr. BELL. I should not like to have any un- 
derstanding that this subject is to be postponed 
| after my colleague has submitted his remarks, as 
| I may have some remarks to offer after he has said 
what he has to say. 
Mr. TURNEY, It is very likely that I shall 
_ conclude what I have to say in time to give my 
| colleague an opportunity to reply this morning, if 
he wishes to do so. I propose to confine myseif 
pretty much to the reading of certain testimony in 
relation to the official and private character of the 
| perdons removed. Some time ago this question 
|} was before us on the consideration of some bill. 
| L shall not, therefore, repeat what 1 said on that 
occasion, | then proposed to offer some remarks 
| in vindication of Geasval Clements, who was our 
former marshal, and who was removed from office. 
In the course of those remarks I referred to a large 
| number of letters and remonstrances on file in the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior in favor of the 
| retention of General Clements in office. | had 


|| progressed till | made a proposition to read a jetter 


| from a highly respectable gentleman in the State 
of Tennessee,a Whig, and a candidate for the 
office of an elector in the last presidential election; 
ard at that stage of my remarks | was called to 
|| order upon the ground that it was not competent, 
|| or that it was out of order upon that bill, to offer 
|| any remarks in relation to any particular case of 
i} removal from” office. I now, therefore, desire to 
| commence where | left off; and | propose to have 

testimony read to show the character of Geneval 

Clements, who has been removed from the office 
l of marshal. The first letter which | propose to 
|| have read is that of Joha S. Brien, a distinguished 
|| lawyer in Tennessee, residing ia the county ad- 
t joining that in which the marshal resides, and in 
|| which the Federal court is holden. Mr. Brien is 
,, a gentleman who has been enjoying a full practice 
in the Federal court; he was a candidate for an 
elector dpon the Whig ticket at the last presiden- 
tial election, and he has had opportunities to judge 
of the conduct of General Clements; and, as he 
says in this letter himself, he had his eye upon 
General Clements, watching his course of couduct 


| in order to ascertain whether he did interfere in 


, 





i 
t 
i 
' 


| 





| the pending election. He says he did not. How- 
|| ever, the letter will epeak for itself. It shows that 
|| the writer bad an acquaintance with General 
|| Clements for twenty or twenty-five years, and 
|| testifies to his high character. 1 usk that the leuer 
|| be vead. 
| The Secretary read it as follows: 
} Levanon, (Tenn.,) January 2, 1850. 
Dear Sia: Your favor of the 27th ultimo is bere me 
upon the subject of your holding the office of marsha} of uis 
of Tennessee. Prior wo your removal, I wrote a letter 


upon the subject of your being retained in eto Secretary 
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Ewing. I now reaffirm all I said in that letter, (which I 
Suppose you can obtaim by application to Mr. Ewing.) 

point great pleasure in acknowledging an acquaintance 
with you for tweaty-tive years, which acquaintance bas with 
the increase of years ripened into a frieudship for you (pred- 
jeated upon bigh moral worth) that wiil be as lasting with 
me as lile, as the ability to appreciate high character. 


You state in your note that you have done much business || 


with me as an attorney while yon were marshai, and desire 
my opinion as to that service, No ove could have done the 
business of the office of marshal better, nor could any one, 
as I believe, have given more satisiaction. Being a Whig, 
and as you state was one of the electors for this portion of 
the State, L observed very closely the course of the Demo- 


cratic party in this State, and state with pleasure that your | 
course while marshal was such that no one, as it seems to | 


me, could have properly raised an objection ow account of 
your participation in the elections, unless perhaps your own 
party, ow ng to the course of the party heretofore in this 


Stat , might have complained becau@e you did not actively | 


me in the elections. The course you pursued was such 


as 
you usaintained your political opinions fiuniy, yet you did 
not, 20 far as T know, or heard, interfere in the elections 
further than to vote. 
You may make any use of this letter you may think proper. 
Tam, dear sir, your friend, &c. JOHN 8. BRIEN. 
General J. B. CLy MENnTa. 


Mr. TURNEY. Itseems, Mr. President, that 
the letter of Mr. Brien sustains, in as strong lan- 


guege as General Clements could desire, not only | 
his character for meral worth, but his character aa || 


as an officer possessing energy, promptness, and 
fidelity in the discharge of the duties incumbent 
upon him as the marshal for his district. He aiso 
goes on to acquit him from any possible charge of 
interference in elections, and perfectly vindicates 
him from this common and ordinary charge, which 
is used as a pretext for depriving officers of their 


situations; and he shows that these charges could | 


not possibly be alleged against General Clements. 
My colleague, I am sure, will heartily endorse the 


high character of the writer of this letter, and that | 
he is as able and firm a Whig as any to be found | 


in the State of Tennessee. 

I do not intend to detain the Senate by any at- 
tempt to sustain the character of this proscribed offi- 
cer by any remarks or any eulogy of mine; for that 
wou.d be charged to the account of party consid- 
erations, party feeling, or party devotion. I pro- 

ose to sustain him by Whig evidence of the 
Lighest character in the State; and by such testi- 
mony to vindicate and acquit him of every possi- 
ble charge that can be alleged against him, either 
as to his official or his private character. And I 
think my colleague will do General Clements the 
justice to say, when | have done, that these charges 
cannot be alleged against hiin; in other words, 
that his removal cannot be said to be one founded 
upon charges made out and sustained by proof, and 


that therefore his case may be excepted from those || 


to which the remarks which he had the honor to 
make on a former occasion applied. 1 now send 
a letier to the Clerk’s table, which I desire to have 
read, signed by Isaac Southworth and others, all 
Whigs 

The Goetinry read the letter, as follows: 

AYVETTEVILLE, (Tenn.,) Dec. 27, 1849. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your query of “ whether we were 
satisfied with you as a public officer,” we frankly admit that 
when the intelligence reached us here that Mr. Brown had 


been appointed your successor we doubted its authenticity, | 
for we had learned previously, with anmingled pleasure, | 


that gentlemen of both political parties imand around Nash- 
ville had, with unusual unanimity, recommend: d to the Ex- 
ecutive to continue you in office. At this we were not sur- 
prised; for, having known you intimately for many years, 
and having had frequent opportunities of witnessing your 
admirsbie business habits, as well as the suavity of your 
manners and unwavering fidelity, we were prepared to be- 


tieve that all or néarly all men whose business or pursuits 


might bring them into contact with you, would desire that 


you should continue to be the marshal of Middle Tennessee. || 


As Whigs we were mortified to learn, subsequently, that it 


was indeed true that a man whom we had assisted to elevate 


to the Presidency, because of his oft-declared opposition to 
* proscription for opinion’s sake,’? had permitted the united 
recommendations of Whigs and Democrats in your behalf to 
be unheard—or worse, to be disregarded 
we believe that there is not a Whig among your early asso- 
eiates in Lincoln who would not have been fully satisfied 
had you not been removed. And, for ourselves, we take 
this occasion to declare that all we desire in regard to our 
executive federal offices is to see them filled with men who 
are known to be capable, honest, and faiuhful. And of such, 
we know you to be one. 

With great and true regard, we are your friends and fellow- 
citizens. ISAAC SOUTHWORTH, 

ALFRED BEARDEN, 
WM. B. ROBINSON. 

Gen. Jesse CLEMENTS. 

Mr. TURNEY. 11 
Mr. President, in relation to the case of General 
Clements, and, without any comment upon it, I 
wili ask the Clerk to read it. 


The Secretary read the letter accordingly, as | 


follows: 


approve of in all officers under the Government. While | 


. So tar as we know | 


I have but one other letter, | 


|| class termed politicians are those 


Franxtin, December 17, 1849. 

Dear Str: Numerous pressing engagements have pre- 
| vented me from sooner replying to yours, in which you bat 
pound several questions to me relative to your removal from 
the office of marshal of the middle district of Tennessee, &e. 
I freely respond to your inquiries by saying that, in my 
opinion, this community entertained the belief that you had 
| faithfully performed the duties of that office, and that you 
| had abstained from improper interference in elections, and 
| from all other official interference and improprieties, and, 
| consequently, the opinion prevailed that no change would 
|| be made in that office until the arrival of the period when, 
| under the provisions of the law, it would become the duty 
of the President either to reappoint you of appoint some 
other person to fill your place. That i am correctin this 
opinion is evident from the fact that no steps were taken 
| here to forward the claims of a citizen of this place, whom 
many of us believed to be well qualified for that office, and 
| whom we intended to present to the consideration of the 
President when the period referred to should arrive. But 
| the expectations referred to were changed some short time 
since by rumors which reached us from Nashville of extraor- 
dinary efforts to produce the impression at Washington 
| that you ought to be immediately removed, and a citizen of 
Nusvhville appointed in your place. Apprehei.ding that these 
| efforts might be successful, the friends of John W. Miller, 
| Esq,., of this place, procured a strong recommendation for 
him, and forwarded it to the President, addressed to the 
care of the Secretary of the Interior. 
our Representative, Hon. M. P. Gentry, who addressed a 
letter to Mr. Ewing in support of the recommendation. He 
shortly afterwards received a letter from a friend informing 
him that Mr. Ewing had concluded that aremoval ought to 
be made forthwith, and that Mr. Brown, of Nashville, ought 
| to be appointed in your place; and that he would recom- 
mend your removal, and Mr. Brown’: appointinent, eo soon 
| as the President revurned from his northern tour. Upon re- 
ceipt of this information, Colonel Gentry wrote imamediately, 
asking that no action should be taken upon the subject until 
he could have an opportunity of writing to General Taylor 
ou the subject. Mr. Ewing promised his friend, through 
whom he applied for this postponement, that nothing further 
would be done in the matter until Colonel Gentry was heard 
| from upon the subject. Upon this assurance trom the Sec- 
| retary, the friends of Miller in this vicinity were resting se- 
| curely and contentedly, when they were astounded by the 
public announcement that you were removed and Mr. Brown 
appointed. { need not say that such a breach of good faith, 
such a violation of a specific promise, created a deep feeling 
of indignation in this community. No explanation or apol- 
ogy has been given. When I add that the friends of Miller 
were <othoroughly impressed with the belief that you could 
not be removed consistently with their princip’es, \hat they 
have throughout the whole affair declined even to recom- 
mend, or in any way solicit your removal, Ihope f will 
| have answered satisfactorily the inquiries of your letter. 











Yours, respectfully, 8. 8. MAYFIELD, 
J. B. CLEMENTS. 


Mr. TURNEY. These letters are all from 
gentlemen of high respectability in the State of 
| Tennessee, residing in the vicinity of the residence 
| of the marshal, General Clements. This last letter 

also is from an adjoining county, the court houses 
| of the two being only about fourteen miles apart. 
|| Thus we see what strong language is employed in 
that community, and through the whole commu- 
nity, by Whigs and Democrats, respecting the 
retention of General Clements in office. They 
were all rejoiced on being informed that the citizens 
of Nashville and vicinity had taken steps necessary 
| to have him retained in office. Sir, I would hazard 
, the expression of the opinion that nota solitary 
| Whig within the State could be-found, who would’ 
| say that General Clements ought to have been re- 
|; moved. I should hazard nothing by asserting 
| that not a solitary Whig could be found who 
| would pretend to say that he was obnoxious to 
any charge for which he should be removed, not 
even to that of having interfered in elections. This 
is strong language, but 1 have letters before me 
| equally strong, written by Democratic members of 
|| the Legislature, signed, I believe, by all of them, 
| and all to the same effect. But these letters | 
choose not to read; I choose to place his defence 
| upon the character given him by his political op- 
onents. I have many other leffers from Whigs 
| besides those which have been read, and | will 

assert that this language, used and employed by 
i these gentlemen, is language which rates used 
|| by all impartial men in the State, whether Whigs 
or Democrats, and that no charge would lie at the 
door of this gentleman, either with respect to hav- 
|, ing interferred in elections, or anything else. 

But I must be allowed to make a remark in 
|| connection with this matter of proscription, as to 
|| the description of persons appointed to fill the 
| places of those who have been proscribed for in- 
|| terfering with elections. Does this Administration 
|| select men who take no part in the elections of the 
|| country? Is that the character of the men whom 
| they are in the habit of appointing in the places of 
_ those charged with interfering in elections? Sir, 
'| L apprehend that really constitutes no objection; 
|| but it is on account of the side they e or 


} 


| the party they advocate. I apprehend that the 
oA 
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————— 
pointed to office, instead of those gen 
do not interfere in elections; and this an son 
who is ping in the place of General Clemens 
is one of the most active and efficient polities’ 
to be found in that part of the State. | do. 
urge it as any objection; I do not consider a 
objection whatever, whether. the man is a Wh; 
or a Democrat, when, in any election which ; 
going forward, he takes a part in carrying out bis 
not obnoxious to this charge; he h cae - 

> as bee 

to be free from it, by Whigs Tenesivs _e 

One thing further. I inquire of my colleasy 
what objections existed against Mr. Chester a 
was a marshal in the eastern district? If’ there 
ever was any objection urged against him, | must 
confess I have never heard of it. He resides 
more remotely from my section of the State, and 
consequently [ have less acquaintance with him 
and with his general character, or general Course 
as an officer; yet | must say | shave never hean| 
n 
elections. Certainly Mr. Chester will be a 
ished when he reads the remarks of my colleague 
and finds that every removal ought to have been 
made on charges sustained by proof; for | know 
that Mr. Chester regarded him as his friend, and 
believes that my colleague exercised his influence 
to have him retained in office, and he so writes me 
on the subject. However that may be, I have 
never heard of any charge being made agains 
him. I believe he is a gentleman of Ligh charac. 
ter and standing; an efficient, honest, faithful officer, 
one against whom no complaint was made, but 
that he discharged his duty to the satisfaction of 
everybody, Whigs and Democrats. So far as | 
have heard, and from the general character of the 
man, I have no doubt such was the fact. 

There are one or two other removals to which | 
will allude, but I will not attempt to travel over all 
of them; for I believe removals have been made 
from every important office, and none have been 
permitted to remain in office except such as held 
some office of noimportance whatever. All others 
have been filled by Whigs. A man by the name 
of McNeily was removed from the office of post- 
master, and I have remonstrances before me, signed 
by every legal voter in the town and vicinity, in- 
cluding Whis and Democrats. My letters inform 
me that this remonstrance was gotten up by Whigs 
and signed by them, remonstrating against the re- 
moval of Mr. MeNeily. They set forth in this 
petition that he is an old man; that he was in the 
battle of New Orleans, where he was wounded, and 
that he is now unable to labor for the support of 
his family; that he is very poor, and made a most 
excellent postmaster, and never interfered in elec- 
tions. All these facts are set forth in this petition, 
and joined in by the whole community in the vi- 
cinity of his place of residence, He was removed, 
as | believe, on account of some misrepresent- 
ations at the Post Office Department. | have 
thought that the Post Office Department was im- 
posed upon, for I supposed they would not have 
removed such a man if they had known all the 
facts. After his removal, the ladies—a thing which 
I presume was never before heard of in the Siale 
of Tennessee—ninety-six in number, got up their 
petition and remonstrance against his removal, and 
asking his restoration to office, reiterating all the 
facts set forth by the voting portion of the com- 
munity in the neighborhood. I took these papers 
to the Post Office Department and presented them 
to the Postmaster General, and asked bim if he 
would restore the man to office, and whether it was 
necessary to file the rs? 1 was informed it 
was unnecessary to file the papers, as no action 
would be had upon the case. Whether  e was 
imposed upon or not in the first instance, he had 
then all the facts before him, communt 
cated through the medium of vines and Demo- 
crats, gentlemen and ladies. And | assert that t 
uires an extraordinary case to call forth the ac- 
tion of the ladies in that section of the country, 
for they have not been in the habit of interfering 
in politics, or sending to Congress or any depart- 
ment of the Government any such petition. But 
when such an outrage as this was perpetrated in 
their own village—when they witnessed the ey 
scription of this man—when they saw an old so! 
his family, and likely to be 
dragged off to the poor-house, removed from 4 
anal -alline-tity raised their voice in remon- 
strance. 


dier, unable to su 
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If this man was removed for any cause, I would The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered the time of the Senate by offering any amendments 
like to know what was that cause, to what charge || on the amendment of the Senator from Mibssis- || which [ do not regard'as absolutely necessary. | 
~ was obnoxious, whether that of interfering in || sippi. . cannot, however, speak in favor of the bill before 
Jections ot anything else. { deny that any such || Mr. BERRIEN. I desire to say, Mr. President, || it is amended, and even when it is amended I do 
parge can be brought against him, or that any || that upon a question of this importance, in which || not know whether I shall be able to support it or 
woof can be exhibited of that kind. And who || so great an interest is felt by the whole community, | not. 
Pig appointed in his place? A man who, in 1847, || the Senate should be full if possible. It is rather Mr. KING. So far asl have listened to the 
| think, made an effort to establish a Democratic too thin to take a vote upon such an amendment || debate, no opposition has been made to this amend- 
newspaper in Tennessee, and not receiving en- || now. The question is unexpectedly presented to ment. I have heard no individual express himaelf 
couragement and support, changed his prospectus, || our decision, and I suggest that, on grave and in- || adverse to it. The friends of the bill desire that it 
and offered to sustain Whig principles. The | teresting questions of this kind, the vote should | should be so amended as to make it palatable to 
Whigs not being disposed to patronize him, he went || not be taken without some previous notification to || all parties, I do not, therefore, see any reason for 
and established a paper which he called neutral, || the Senate. s 
and, finally, he converted it into an organ of we | Mr. DAYTON. I concur entirely in the sugges- | Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Oh, if, aa the 
Whig party. I think he might be regarded as an || tion of the Senator from Georgia. I think it is | Senator says, there is no objection to the amend- 
active politician, 80 far as interference in elections || not intended that the vote shall be taken on this I} ment, the vote may be as well taken upon it now. 
He, sir, is holding the office now; I do not | question to-day. I may be mistaken, but [was || Mr. KING. I have heard no opposition. Has 





| postnoning the vote. 





ery that it is to reward him for the part he took || under the impression that some other gentlemen || the Senator? 

in the presidential election, yet he has often || wished to address the Senate upon this amend- || Mr. DAVIS,of Mississippi. Oh, yes; this very 
changed—was firsta Democrat, and isnowa Whig, || ment. I had purposed myself to say something || mornine. 

and holds bis office undera Whig Administration, || upon the general subject when the bill asamended || Mr. KING. I speak of the discussion. If there 


and against the will and wishes of the community, || comes before the Senate; but while these amend- || is opposition to the amendment, the vote will show 
both Whigs and Democrats, where no charge can || ments are pending, I do not care to do so. I think || us where we are, and what the Senate preposes to 
be brought against Mr. McNeily. it right that those Senators who are favorable | do. If the Senate is not prepared to make any 

There was also a removal made in East Ten- || to these bills—these compromise propositions— || amendments, however immaterial, to reconcile 
nessee, of a gentleman by the name of Graham, in || should get them into shape to suit themselves, and | gentlemen to those portions of it which are unpala- 
Tazewell county. This individual had held office || when they are then presented broadside, those of | table to them, we shall then anderstand the posi- 
forthirty years, under the various Administrations || ys who are opposed to them and who are favora- || tion which we have to occupy. For myself, | am 
which had been in power during that length of || ble to the plan, so far as it goes, presented by the || in favor of acting on the amendment now. If it 
time, It had never been discovered before that he || Executive, would like to be heard. I purpose, at || is rejected, it can come before the Senate when the 
had been guilty of any impropriety or indiscretion, || the proper time, not to contrast these plans, be- | bill is reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
or that he had so far interfered in elections as to || cause, so far as | know or can see, they are not sus- || and can be acted on agnin. If there are any gen- 
require his removal. {| had occasion to examine || ceptible of contrast; for, as respects this question || tlemen absent who wish to vote upon it, they will 
the papers upon which he was removed. I went || of slavery, they go together so far as they do go, | then have an opportunity of doing so. But really, 
to the department and was permitted to read them || and when the plan of the Executive is dropped, the || sir, it appears to me that we should go on and 
over, and upon doing so I foand the charge was || plan of the committee goes on, and it goes on | make some progress in this matter. [t may be- 
that he was a Democrat and was a wealthy man, || alone. I say I purpose after this bill shall be got | come necessary for me, although | am not in the 
and interfered in elections. I have taken some || into shape to suit the views of its own friends, then || habit of addressing the Senate at great length, in 
pains to inquire from others, and have been told || to say what I have to say, and to give such rea- || order to justify my course, which has been in 
in all quarters that the charge of interfering in || sons as I can give for showing my preference for || some degree indirectly assailed by other speakers, 
elections was unfounded. However that may be, || the Executive plan. My impression is, that some || to make a few remarks to put myself right; but I 
itis true that for thirty years no Administration || other gentlemen are disposed to speak on this || do not wish to do it upon this amendment. When 
could discover any impropriety in his, official || amendment, and I think that the suggestion of the || the bill assumes its final shape, I can look at it 
course. It was soon discovered after the present || Senator from Georgia ought to prevail, and that, | asa whole, and see whether | can support it or not. 
Administration came into power. at Jeast upon important amendments of this kind, || I hope we shall not delay action. 

[ shall not consume the time of the Senate by || the time when it is proposed to take the vote should | Mr. BERRIEN. I made the suggestion which 
allading to other specific cases, although I could || be known. '| I did with no desire to delay the action of the Sen- 
do sotoany extent. Butas my colleague has said Mr. CLAY. T hope, Mr. President, that the || ate upon this bill. I am ready, if such be the pleas- 
these removals were proper, and upon charges sus- || question will be taken now. It is not conclusive. | ure of the Senate, to vote upon this amendment 
tained by proof, | would ask him if he can show || The Senate are now acting as a Committee of the | now. I believe an acquiescence in that suggestion 
that these removals are proper? I am certain he || Whole. The amendment can be renewed in the || would economise the time of the Senate. | do not 
cannot. I would ask him to show that an officer || Senate after the bill has been transferred from the ! know but that there may be Senators in the recess, 
in the State has been proscribed or removed who || committee to the Senate. Besides, [ do not per- || but, looking at the vacancies on the floor, | sup- 
was obnoxious to the charge that he had violated || ceive any great thinness in the Senate. I think if | pored that the Senate was very thin. I am per- 
any principle or rule which goes to show that he || my friend from Georgia will look round he will | fectly aware that the question can be raised again 
was unfaithful or did not attend to all the duties of || see that the Senate is pretty full. But, sir, what || when the bill comes out of the Committee of the 
his office. Sir, if there be a case in the State, I || [ mean to say is, that I think it is hich time that | Whole, where I believe it nowis. But if it should 
mustconfess I have never heard of it, and 1 am || we had made some progress in this measure. I || be decided by a decisive majority, there will be no 
wholly igncrant of it. If there be a solitary case || was reading last night a newspaper from San || motive for renewing the question before the Senate. 
where the man deserved to be removed for the || Francisco, giving an account of a public meeting | If, on the other hand, it is decided by a thin Sen- 
preservation of any principle, and for the purpose || there, which had been convened upon the propo- || ate, and- the vote shall be nearly equal, we can 
of appointing some man more honest, or more at- || sitions which were submitted by me to the Senate, || have the question raised before the Senate and re- 
tentive and ee in the discharge of his duties, || I think in February last, and echoing the sentiments || new the discussion there. This was the considera- 














I must confess I have yet to hear of it. of San Francisco, upon the subject of these propo- || tion which prompted me. [am as ready now as 
Mr. CLAY. I will call the attention of the || sitions, back to the Capitol. Those propositions | I shall be at any future time to vote. 
Senator from Tennessee to the fact that the hour |) were submitted nearly four months ago, and this is || Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, it is not my pur- 


has arrived for the consideration of the special || the first amendment which has been offered. There || pose or desire to enter at present into a discussion 
order. are, | believe, many others yet to be offered, and || of the principle involved in the amendment now 

Mr. TURNEY. I give way; and I renew the || I hope we shall take the question now. If there | before the Senate. I agree with the proposer of 
motion that this subject be postponed and made || be a decision contrary to the wish of ents | it, [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi,} that it is exceed- 








the order of the day for Thursday next at half- || we can move the question again in the Senate, as | ingly desirable to have a proposition to vote upon 
past twelve o’clock. | I have explained. But I see a great many Sena- || which means something, and has the same mean- 
The motion was agreed to. _ tors present, enough I am sure to decide the ques- || ing in every part of the country. 1 am not able to 
CALIFORNIA BILL. tion involved in this amendment. '| regard this amendment as such a proposition. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I || The Senator from Mississippi declares that if we 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to admit Cali- | certainly do not wish for a delay until an echo can || adopt it, we shall recognize, by a strong implica- 
fornia as a State into the Union, to establish ter- || come back from San Francisco to my amend. | tion at least, the existence of slavery in the terri- 
ritorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, ment, although f have no doubt but we might get || tories, or, at all events, the constitutional right of 
and making proposals to Texas for the establish- | an echo to it after awhile. I would like, however, || slaveholders to carry their slaves into them, and 
ment of her western and northern boundaries. | when the question is taken on this amendment, | hold them there. Other Senators deny this, Now, 

The pending question was that offered by Mr. that the Senate should be full, because I would | sir, I desire to exclude the conclusion of the Sen- 
Pratt, and modified and adopted by Mr. Davis, prefer having a distinct expression of sentiment on || ator from Mississippi, and, for that purpose, sub- 
of Mississippi aa follows: the part of all Senators. And yet, on the other || mit an amendment, which, I think, will have that 

Strike out the aia «in respect to”? and insert “to in- i hand, | am not inclined to take the sense of the | effect. I ask that it may be read, and desire a vote 
ares and after the words “slavery ” to in- | Senate én this amendment without sufficient notice. | upon it. 

e 





wing proviso: Let it be postponed till to-morrow at one o’clock. || Mr. PRATT inquired whether it would be in 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- | | shall be pleased, like the honorable Senator || order to offer to amend the amendment afer the 
Pampa said territorial legislature passing such || from New Jersey, to say something upon the bill || yeas and nays had been ordered on that amend- 
of property of any kind which may have been, or may be || 8!ter! passed through al the proposed stages || ment? ; > 
hereafter, con’ to the Constitution and laws of the || of amendment. [ shall indeed glad if the bill || The VICE PRESIDENT decided that it was 
United States, held in or introduced into said territory.” can be so amended as to induce me to become an || in order. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD resumed and concluded | advocate for it. I am ready to vote upon the || The Secretary read the amendment to the 
the speech which he began yesterday, of which a erat one after another as they arise. [ | amendment, as follows: 
report will appear‘in the Appendix. have no wish to speak upon them, nor to consume || « Prove, further, That nothing herein contained shall 
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be construed as authorizing or permitting the introduction 
of slavery or the bolding of persons as property within said 
Territory.” 

Several Senators. It is the Wilmot proviso. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, 1 beg to sub- 
mit now the propriety of yielding to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Mississippi, {Mr. Davis,] and 


letting the vote be taken upon this subject at one | 
o'clock to-morrow. Very little time would be | 


economized by taking the vote now. . Certainly 
there are gentlemen who would be disappointed 
and mortified if they should be out of their seats 
when a proposition of this kind was voted upon 
with the yeas and nays, but who had not antici- 


pated this state of things; and it seems to me but | 
just to them, on ean important question of this | 


kind, that we designate an hour when the vote 
shail be taken. 
ation of this subject be postponed till to-morrow 
at one o’clock. 

On division, the motion was negatived—ayes 
22, noes 24. 

‘The question then recurred on the amendment 
‘to the amendment. 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the amendment || 
proposed by the Senator from Mississippi is, that | 


the restraining clause upon the power of the legis- 
lature shall not beso exercised as to prohibit the 
protection necessary to any property in the terri- 
tory, according to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, 
effect of the amendment, although I am not pre- 
pared to give the words, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Missiasippi. Yes; that is it. 

Mr. CLAY. I have no particular objection to 
that amendment; because, if there be a local law 
abolishing slavery, and there be in the Constitution 
and laws of the United States authority given to 
carry slaves into the territory, then those laws and 
that Constitution abrogate the local law. It is, in 


fact, a legislative assertion of what would result | 


without any legislative enactment; for, if- you 
were silent upon the subject of legislation either 
way, in point of faet, the provision in the Consti- 


tation ond daws of the United States which an- | 


thorizes the introduction of slaves into the ceded 


territory would, without any declaration in the |! 


bill, have the-effect which | have stated, of abro- 
gating the local law which forbids it. Regarding 
the amendment, therefore, as merely asserting a 
fact whick would follow without the introduction 
of the amendment, I have no particular objection 
to it. Nor do I see, sir, that, by implication, as 
lias been asserted, it may be concluded that this 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi will 
authorize, under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, the intreduction of slavery into the 
ceded territory. 


such implication, 1 repeat, | think thatijt.is add- 


ing nothing more then that which would result || 
without the enactment of the provision offered by H 


the Senator from Mississippi. 


Now, if the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Crase] will | 


modify his amendment so. as to declare that it is 
not the:intention of Congress to assert, one way or 
the other, the operation of the Constitution and 
laws of the United States.as to the introduction of 
siavea, so as to preclude that implication which he 
seems to apprehend, but of which I have no ap- 
prehension, | shall have no objection to his amend- 
ment, 
irom Ohio or any other Senator, to disaffirm, either 


in ite affirmative or negative effect, that the Con- || 


stitution and laws of the United States do ordo 
not admit slavery. Ido not think there is either 
an affirmative ora negative to it, by the clause in- 
troduced by the Senator from Mississippi. That 
is my opinion, and I dare say it was his purpose. 
But if it 1s merely to guard against the implication 
that there may-be authority, by. the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, to introduce slavery, 
! shall be willing to vote for the amendment, if he 
will put it into this form. 

‘Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It has ve 
strangely been my fortane, through every modifi- 
cation of this amendment—and I have tried to 
modify it 80-a8 to meet the views of those who are 
willing to give us our constitutional rights—it has 
very strangely been my fortune, I say, when claim- 
ing that the territorial legislation shall not be re- 
stricted from giving to slave property the protec- 
tion it is allowed to give te other to be 
constanUy regarded as though I sought from Con- 


I believe I state substantially the . 


; || in slaves the same as the right in other species of 
I move that the forther consider- || 


| whole of it. 


| | said before, and | say again, if there be any here || ing of the calendar, the Union could not be saved 
, who seek to make the laws of Mexico supreme || 
over territofy now the property of the United | 


| States, and who expect to call upon Congress to | 
| vientto those Mexican laws, I want the issue made, | 


| claim that every act we perform must be subordin- 
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| gress a declaration of what our rights are. Ihave 
| not sought it. 1 would not take it. 1 never yet 
|| have consented, and never will, to allow Congress 
|| to-measdre the constitusional rights of the South. 
| Why, sir, it would border upon fawity, if one 
|| representing the minority of this Union, should 
|| come forward to ask the exercise of such an au- 
|| thority here. The language about the introduc- 
|, tion or exclusion of slavery was introduced into 
| the amendment by others, not by myself; and it 
| goes to cover the whole extent of ali the Senator 
from Kentucky has said. It is the proviso to this 
amendment as it now stands which alone. covers 


| what | originally introduced, and which was to || 


_exclude the conclusion to be drawn from the origin- | 


»al terms of the bill, that the territorial legislature 


should not legislate to protect the nght of property 
property taken into the territory, That is the | 
It is no more than that. We claim 
the right to go there under the Constitution, and | 


we claim that you should not restrict the territorial || 
legislature from protecting property in slaves, when || 


we choose to exercise our constitutional right of 

going there. 
[ am not able to comprehend, from the language 
used by the Senator from Kentucky, in reply to 
| the Senator from Louisiana, Mr. [Sourg,]} how he 
can possibly hesitate to vote for this amendment. 


organize governments which shall remain subser- | 


and. I want to go before the country upon it, | 





ate to the Constitution, and that any territorial gov- | 
ernments you form, whatever may be the terms 
| you employ, at least must be in accordance with | 
| the great principles of the Constitution. 
prevent the assertion and exercise of a power which | 


, we do not possess, that 1 seek to confine the re- | 


striction upon the territorial legislature within |) 


mark that was made. 


May 98 
legisiate over slavery in the territ cane 
rritories 

| yet seen its second Listiadian. It is not = 
old. No, sir, it is notas old as the Clayton. 
promise bill, or no older. It had its origin a 

| dog-days of 1848, and that bantling has grown . 

| such a size that it now stands up here and th z 

| ens the Union of these States; that dog-day eng 

ling, born during the discussion of that time a 

not two years old, has got to. be so gigantic the: 
_it is going to dissolve the Union. Now, I wan, 
| let the giant stretch himself, try himself, bean. 
| sir, the threat is now openly made that if the e4 

lation of the country, sixt 
bow down before this child of a few mo 
the Union has got to be dissolved. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Who made Buh 
a threat? 

Mr. HALE. Who madeit? Well, sir, Ido no) 
know but that it would be easier to mention thos 
that have mot made it, than those that have. (A 
laagh.] Why, sir, it comes to us on every breeze 
| in different shapes and in different forma, i, 

made the threat? . Why, sir, 1 will mention g jp. 
will not give the definition 
of it. The colleague of the honorable Senaio, 
from Mississippi himself said, in his place in this 
| body, when a proposition was made to give pre- 
| cedence to the California bill over the territora) 

bill, that if we even pursued that course in dispos. 


levis. 
years old, does Dot 
nths old, 


\ 


I do not know that that was a threat, but he cer. 
| tainly said that if we-passed one bill, in preference 
to another, and did not take a certain order of levis. 
| lation on the calendar, the Union could not stand. 
If the Union has got to this pass, let it go; itis not 





|} worth saving. If it has got to be so despicably 
|| weak, and so contemptible that it hangs on such 


a rotten thread as that, and depends upon the po- 
| sition of the calendar, why, we endanger it every 


|| day when we take up bills out of order. But, sir, 
It is to || 


what I have been pained at is, that amongst the 
‘‘ leading members’’ of the Senate—for I do not 
suppose the ‘leaders’ are all on one side—not 


Ido not think that there is any \ 


lam prepared, equally with the Senator |, 


i 


these limits. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the vote will be taken, 
but | want to say a single word upon this matter. 
Llike theamendment proposed by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Cuase,) but 1 think it is not explicit 
enough, and if. an appropriate occasion. presents 
| itself, L will entleavor to offer an amendment that 
, will at least show us where we stand upon this 

subject. Por one, lam opposed to this circumlo- 
cutory way of getting at this matter. ‘The Senate 
and the country are divided upon this question, 
and we ought at least to ascertain. where we stand. 
The Senator from Virginia, [Mr, Mason,] in.ad- 
| dressing the Senate yesterday , said—I| cannotquote 
his very words, bat | certainly have his idea—that 
|| the legislative instructions of his own State left him 


instructions. Well, if Lam right in the history 
|| of the Legislatures in this country, there are quite 


of Senatorial discretion, have about as little left as 
| the Senator from Virginia hes. 1 think, sir, that 
| at least fourteen States of this Union, if thatis the 
| rule that is to measure Senatorial discretion, have 
|, left their Senators upon this question wwally as 
| narrow «& place to walk upon as the Senator from 
|| Virginia has. - 
|, Mec. BALDWEN. Delaware makes fifteen 
| States. 
Mr. HALE, , Lam told there are fifteen States, 
The Senator from New York {[Mr. Dickmyson] 
|, gave us a hint the other day which | mean to im- 
|| prove upon; he said he hoped, when he wanted 
}, to get wes bill, he wes parliamentarian enough to 
doit. He is,sir,and 1do hope that among the 
Senators representing the fifteen States that. have 
}, laid down rales measuring Senatorial discretion 
| upon this subject, by the blessing of God there 
will be sagacity enough left in some of them to 
draw a line, or some proposition which’ may be 
offered here, by which it may be seen who walk 
‘by discretion and who by instructions. I dohope 
| that it will be presented here, and then, when we 
have found out who walk by discretion and who 
| by instructions, it will be time enough to talk about 
| a compromise, and not till then. | confess. thzt 4 
|, have been pained and mortified by the disevssion 
\| of this subject, and for this reason. I undertake 
to say that this doctrine, which is now going to 
dissolve the Union, that we have po right to 


no discretion on this.measure; he stands here under | 


a number of Senators here who, if thats the rule | 


; one has been found to stand up here and advocate 


|| that old ordinance of the old Congress, older than 
| : 


the Constitution. It was denounced as “ infa- 
|| mous,” sir, over and over.again. The official re- 
|| porters of our hody, the proprietor of the Union 
|| newspaper, paid by the column, day after day, 
and week by week, denounce ‘that measure as 
|| “ infamous;” and, of course, everybody who sup- 
| ports itis **infamous,’’ too; and we sit quietly 
| here and hear the faith.of our fathers, and the do- 
|| ings of this Congress, from its earliest moment up 
|| to the present day—no, up to 1848—denounced as 
infamous, and not a word is said in reply. The 
| great difficulty now is, how to get round this in- 
i famy. We are not to meet it in the face, but to 
|| stifle it—put it out of the way. It is dead, su, 
| confessedly, All around confess it to be dead, and 
the only thing ‘now is, to bury it out of sight, s0 
that it shall not offend the too sensitive olfactories 
|, of gentlemen That is the way in which we stan’, 
sir. I do not stand here to defend or to advocate 
the policy of the President. A loud challenge was 
made here the other day, to any friend of the Ad- 
| ministration to come forward and defend that plan. 
Well, I am no friend or enemy of the Adminisim- 
tion. They may take care of themselves, and | 
will endeavor to take care of myself. But | will 
answer one part of the challenge; and what | have 
|| to my I will say here, and not in the newspapers. 
|, I will say it here; and I say, that for one, I stand 
i by the * infamy’? of that measure. 
| Mr, CLAY. Which measure? 2i 
|. Mr. HALE. I stand by the “ infamy” of the 
ordinance of ’87, and I am ready to stagger under 
all. the opprobrium that may be heaped upom me, 
and to sete to the old steps of the old men of 
| the country. 
| Sir, the honorable Senator from Kentucky the 
other day said—l have not.his speech before me, 





but I hope it made a due impresssion on my mind 
so that t recollect the import of it—if this compre 
mise bill is e will be satisfied. 
Mr. CLAY. No, sir, noz.1 never sid 80. 
Mr. HALE. You have not heard the whole 
sentence. Keep your ‘ no” till | get through. 
Everybody would be satisfied except— 
Mr. CLAY, . Present company. {Laughter-| 
Mr. HALE. Noy sir, not present company 
but ‘‘a few miserable fanatics;” all but they 
would be satisfied. Now, sir, to use M 
homely phrase, permit me to tell that honora) 
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. could not bring better grist to the 
Sens bee fanatics to. grind than this same 
oP romise bill of his. Ne, sir, by no possibility : 
ate a measure be devised, thought of, or matured || 
< would better answer the purposes of these | 
rriserable fanaties. Oh! the wretches! [Laughter.} | 
No: if there is anybody here that wants to give: 
} S food let them pass this compromise bill, and ) 
a would have enough, For what is this com- | 
they ve? Ivseems that, in obedience to the old 
pn that if you cannot alter things you Can | 
—s their names, this bill is going to be rechris- | 
toned and styled the adjustment. ell, what is | 
hig adjustment? 
i he speeches made by those who have | 
a cked it. I havelistened very attentively, with — 
aa deal of interest, and with a good deal of 
oS aston, 1 hope; but [ confess that notwith- | 
a ding the largest degree of candor that | can | 
aeaaaly bring my intellect to exercise, with the | 


‘reaest degree of charity for all mankind that | 


can possibly feel, those gentlemen, who have || 


lked with an eloquence ue what I had | 
conceived to be possible, have failed to convince | 
me that they mean in their hearts togo against this | 


What does it do? LT have list- | 
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pill after all, and I think, sir, [ have seen. the true 
secret of this opposition. | disclaim the intention 
of imputing hypocrisy to these gentlemen, but the | 
prophet has told us years ago that the human heart 
is deceitful above all things, and may deceive even 
ourselves if so deceitful as all that. : 
| will tell you what I think the secret of this | 
opposition is. This bill has been proposed, and | 
southern gentlemen have seen that the North have | 
snapped at it so greedily that they are trying to get | 
alittiemore. They have taken all the territory to | 
begin with, with no restriction, and devoted it all 
to slavery to begin with. Then they have got the 
fagitive slave bill to make haunting ground of all | 
the rest of the Union; pretty large liberty [should 
think. They have got all that, and still they say | 
they are not satisfied. 1 was asking the other day, 
ina friendly and half jocose manner, « southern 
friend of mine, ** what would you be satisfied 
with?” ‘ Now,” says he, ‘* 1’ll be candid with 


|| uon whether the American Government at this | 


|| by the direct action of this Government. 


: 


|| ment about the meaning of which no two members 





you; if we can have California for slave territory, 
with all the rest of it, and then take Cuba, we 
would be satisfied fof a little while, but not long.”? 
Now I believe this man spoke more truth than 
joke when he said that; at all events there was a 
creat deal of truth lurking in it. | admired: the 
candor with whieh he told me that they would not 
be satisfied a great while-even with that. J 
But to be serious. If gentlemen are not satis- 
fied with this compromise bill, with this adjust- 
ment, what do they ‘want? What have we got 
that we ean give them? ‘They contend that we 
cannot legislate direstly and absolutely to make 
slaves or to introdate slavery; they do not ask 
that, because if we can do that the converse of the 
propssition must be true too, and we may legislate 
to abolish slavery. They will mot ask that, be- 


| compromise between the questions whether or not 


| 
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right, and when shane last act of that Adminis- \ that, sir, whatever of censure or praise any single 
tration was a distinct acknowledgment that it was | Senator may have undertaken to apply, either vo 
a constitutional exercise of power to prohibit sla- 
very in the territories? |; and. | disclaimed speaking for any one but my- 


Senator. No, no. || aelf—it could not fall upon the Senator from fowa, 
Mr.. HALE. Somebody. saya “no.”’ Well, || ag | did not include that State. 


sir, there is the act itself, and there is the approval. Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Senator could not 
I read it, I do not go to any suvsequent mes- | properly have ineluded Michigan, nor did | hear 
sages explaining what the President would have | him pronounce the name of Delaware; but that is 
done under other circumstances, but | take the act || not material, L rose, Mr. President, to aay, as 
iiself, with the prohibition ia ik, and | réad,*‘Ap- | well to my constituents as to the Senate, that | am 
proved, James K. Polk,’’ under it. This legisla- || one of those Senators froma free State who chocse 
tien commenced with Washington, and conunued || not to march under the eriflamme, or serve in the 
down to Polk; and there never was a time wheo | army commanded by the gentleman from New 
the territories of the United States were not cov- | Hampshire. I want that to go out to my con- 
ered by this prohibition, Who that knew any- || stituents, sir; and there are sowe. other gentlemen 
thing of the history of the country could nave | upon that side of the Chamberfin his vicmity, 
contemplated that the hour would ever arrive when || (alluding to Mr. Sewarp,) who have advanced 
this would be denied to be the legitimate exercise | certain congenial doctrines with those of the Sen- 
of a constitutional power by this Congress? No, | ator from New Hampshire, touching the institu- 
sir. 1 have only to say for myself, and I say it || tions of this Government and the great matters 
for myself and for my constituents, that upon this | which have divided the people of this aauon, 
question ny motto is, ‘If the Lord be God, serve || which I want my constituents, each and all, every 
hum; but 1f Baal, serve him.’’ There is, and there || man of them, to know that | oppose, here and 
can be legitimately no compromise upon the ques- || elsewhere. 1 not only have no sympathy with 
these new-fledged doctrines of the Senators aliuded 
to, but I intend to fight them, here and every- 
where else, as long as | have a voice or a vores 
The time, in my humble judgment, has come 
when the representatives and people from the free 
States, if they wish to preserve the union of these 
States, must take a stand, a bold and determined 
stand, against the fell spicit of abolitionism. Kn- 
couraged by ts temporary triumphs growing out 
| of the annexation of Texas and the war with 
Mexico, it now everywhere unmasks itvelf’, and 





himself or others, from the poor remarks I made— 


day should place itself upon the side of freedom or 
of slavery. There can and there ought wo be no 


slavery shall be extended into territory now free 
And, 
sir, for one, | shall vote against any motion which 
gues to wrap up the plain naked features of this 
proposition in the circumlocution of some amend- | 


of the Senate can agree. | want a distinct proposi- 
tion, and if the policy of this Government from its || seeka audaciously to control the voices and voles 
foundauion is to be abandoned; if the counsel and || of the Afieen non-slaveholding States of this Union, 
experience of all past umes are to be set at naught, || and thus the whole Union. Now, sir, lL take my 
and if we are to-day to launch into the new experi- || stand against it, and shall vote against the famous 
ment of extending, not the blessings.of liberty, but || Wilmot proviso; not that it is fairly to be con- 
the instiusions of human slavery, let it be known, || sidered An abolition measure, but because it is 
and let gentlemen do the work, and do it openly | used as a mask from behind which abolition seeks 
and forwardly. If that isto be the price upon || to. desiroy the Constitution, and, as an inevitable 
which the Union is to, be preserved, let that issue, || result, the Union, Nor will | be deterred, Me, 
oo, go out to the American people, and I doubt || President, from the performance of a high duty 
not they will understand u& I doubt not that they | whieh I think L owe my country, by any denun- 
will, yndersiand it from North to South, and from || ciations that | am the advocate or supporter of 
East to West; and | velieve that it is a libel ypon || slavery, No man is more opposed to ut, in. the 
the American people, or any part of the people, | abstract, than | am; but, just as far as it forms a 
living where they may, or in whatever States they || portion of the Constitution. of my country, L will 
may, to'say that upon such an issue as that they || support it. Sir, the Senator speaks of the beauties 
are ready to venture upon the.contingency of a || and glories of the ordinance of 1737, and weaders 
dissolution of the Union, Ido not believe it, sir. || 


|| how, at this day of progress and enlightenment, 
I think more highly of the intelligence, as well as || there should be such determined opposition, Lo ita 


the patriotism of the citizens of each and every of || reénactment. I think | can tell him. Sir, wher 
the States of this Lafion. | the immortal Jefferson first draughted that ordi- 

Weil then, sir, what.is the use in spending time || nance, and the great men of Virginia, like him, 
aod muluplying words about amendments that || were working to get rid of the evils of slavery, 
it seems no two gentlemen understand exactly || there were then no intermeddling. Abolitionists 
alike? I think, sir,that the terms.of the provision || to check and stop them from doing what they 
of the ordinance of. ’87 are pretty well understood || believed to be the best for mankind; for, had 


cause, to use a vulgar phrase, it would be cutting || by this tame. We know what it means; we under- 
theirown throats. ‘They simply say, “ hands off; || stand ut, and | hope and trust that before this bill 
let us alone.” Now, sir, it is an error to suppose || is through, we can all have the privilege and op- | 
that this doctrine of non-intervention is a new doc- || portupity of voting upon a proposition that we | 
trine, Jt is not so. You will find that it is as || and the country unde : ! 
old as the New Testament. There was a certain Mr. DODGE, of Jowa. The Senator from 
class that the Saviour once came to: ‘‘ Letus || New Hampshire, sit, has upon several occasions 
alone, let us alone,” wastheir requeat. ‘‘ Non-in- || taken upon himself to lecture the Senators from | 
tervention; we can take care of ourselves.”” That | the free or northern States, and has usually called | 

| 

| 


is what slavery asks to-day. “ Letusalone. Do || upon them in a very bold and very significagt man- |, 
not doanything. We will go into the territories, || ner, when various propositions bave been pending || 
and we will go when and where and how we please. || before this body at the present and last sessions of | 
Letus alone. Handsoff. Non-intervention is all 1 Congress, to have an eye to their lords and mas- | 
we ask, and all that we can ask consistently with | ters; and he has announced that there are Senators | 
our theory.” i from fifteen sovereign States of this Union whoare | 
Well, sir, this bill does all that. It gives them || instructed to voie for this famous Wilmot proviso, 
the whole of that, and still they are not satisfied || Now, sir, | wishto know if the Senator from 
with it. Now, I tell my friends from the North, | New Hampshire intended, by the insinuation, to 
if there is a single one here that sympathizes with || say that my colleague and myself are instructed 
me in the least, they cannot be satisfied. When || to go for the Wilmot proviso? 
you have drank the cup of coneiliation and con- | Mr. HALE, Does the Senator want an answer | 
cession to the very dregs, they will not be satisfied || now? 
long. Long! No,notatall. We have conceded, 
eand ded, and conceded, but concession. only 
creates new demands. Who supposed four years 
ago that it would be seriously contended on the 
part of the advoeates of slavery on thisfloor that 
d no power to legislate in the terri- 
toriesywhen every” of our legislation, from 
the adoption of the Constitution down to the close 
of President Polk’s administration, was covered 





Mr. DODGE. Yes. I yield the Moor for that || 


the number. I said fourteen. 
Mr. DODGE. And added, fifteen. 
Mr. HALE. It was enough for the Senator to | 
ask the queation. It is for me to answerit. A 
Senator near me, when | said fourteen, added, 





purpose. : 
Mr. HALE. ‘Well, Mr. President, I will say | 
that I did not understand that lowa was one of | 


there been, we can plainly see from Mr. Jef- 


| ferson’s letter in 1820, upon. the subject of the 


Missouri controversy, how different his course 
would have been; or, in other words, how soon 
he would have been driven, as hundreds and thou- 
sands of other philanthropic and far-seeing states 
men in the South have been, to take a stand for 


| State rights and the rights of property. The early 


action of the Governmentand the great men of the 
South would have been what it now is, l appre- 
hend, under a sense of wrong. Had the spir of 
treason, in the shape of the original ** Wilmot,” 
shown itself in the Congress at that early day, by 
way of amendment to war and supply bills, for 
the purpose of striking down the right arm of the 


|| country during the existence of a bloody war; aad, 


if notantended, most certainly, in eflect, driving 
from the battle-field. those gallant men from the 
South who were facing the cannon’s mouth to 
close in glory that wac—had treason, | say, then 
shown itself with this measure, intended io crip- 
ple and disgrace our Government, and to drive our 
armies ingloriously from the baittle-feld, { think 
the early action ef the Government would have 
corresponded with its recent action. Sir, the De- 
mocracy of lowa took their, stand against this 


| Wilmot proviso during that war, and have tri- 


| umphantly maintained it to the presentday. She 


boldly confronted this terrific engine of demagogues 
during the late presidential election—meeting it at 
ever eand in every phase which it has as- 


over with statutes recognizing and exercising the |! “ and Delaware, fifteen,’’ and | then added it. So | sumed with opposition; whilst the Whig party, 
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who were supporting and endeavoring to elevate 
the present President of the United States to the | 
high place which he now occupies, were every- 
whites singing hosannas and pzans of praise in 


behalf of the glories of this justly celebrated pro- | 
viso. We went for a national democracy and | 


common platform; and this we knew we could 
never have unless this firebrand was extinguished. 


We declared against anything of that sort, in- | 


tended, as we knew it was, to divide and ruin the 


great Democratic party, if not the country, and | 


advocated by men in many of the States for the 
purpose of riding into power and place upon a 


miserable sectional hobby. And am | to be called | 
upon, sir, in defiance of the dying words of Wash- | 


ington, to minister to this sectional strife, this lo- 
cal animosity—to vote for some Abolitionist for 
President of this great Republic, simply because he 
is one, and has mounted this free-soil hobby? No, 
gir, no; | think I hazard but little when I say that 
oung and patriotic Lowa will enlist under no such 
Castite, and do battle in no such cause. We are 
Democrats, and believe that the people of the ter- | 
ritories are capable of self-government, and wil! 
take care of themselves, without conditions or re- 
sttictions being fastened on them by Congress. ! 
The Senator from New Hampshire chooses, | 
Mr. President, to travel off from the amendment | 


under discussion to denounce the different meas- | 
ures before the Senate intended to pacify the || 


country. He hits the fugitive slave bill, and every- | 
thing else connected with this discussion. 


shows me that it is not the Wilmot proviso, or the | 
ordina ice, or the good government of the people | 
of the territories, that troubles them. 


places, by taking the most ultra ground, and such | 
as must destroy the Union if those — be sus- | 
tained. It is not a question now, if it ever was, of | 
the extension of slavery, but it is question verging | 
to the worst consequences; an alienation of feel- | 


ing and brotherly love between members of the | 


wame great nation. Sir, | hope not only to see the | 
Constitution preserved, but the Government ad- 
ministered under it in the same spirit in which it 
was formed; and that is the adeno But, 
whilst the Senator from New Hampshire and | 
others affect to fight under the popular banner of | 
the ordinance of ’87, the whole movement is a dis- 
guised attack upon the institution of slavery at | 
every assailable point, the States included. 

Now, Mr. President, repeating what | before | 
said, that I am opposed to slavery in every _— 
and form, yet just so far as slavery is a part of the 
Constitution of my country, | go for it here and 
elsewhere. More than that, sir; [ hope that | 
scout the idea that any man who now owns, or 
has ever owned a negro is to be rendered infamous. 
This new-fangled doctrine would desecrate the 
graves of the illustrious dead of our America, and 
therefore 1 could never tolerate it. As for this 
compromise, I will vote for it because | wish to 
get the subject from before us. [am sick, sore, 
and tired of it; and therefore, though this measure 
is one that does not please me in all its parts, [ | 
shall swallow it'in order to get the subject out of 
the halls of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. I was a little surprised to hear a | 

reonal attack upon myself from the Senator from 


owa. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 
understand that there was anything personal. 

Mr. HALE. I 80 understood it. For myself, | 
I did not ask how the Chair understood it. 1 was | 
about to remark, that in the remarks with which | | 
troubled the Senate, | scrupulously avoided any- | 





thing like personal reflections on anybody or any- || 


i] 


thing. In allading to what was stated by the 


Senator from Virginia, in addressing the Senate | 
yesterday, that he had had his Senatorial discre- | 


tion taken away by the resolutions of his State, | | 
took occasion to speak of what is matter of his- | 
in regard to the Legislatures of other States, | 


to 

without certainly meaning to give any private ap- | 
plication to anybody. But it seems that the Sen- || 
ator from Lowa felt calied upon to come to the | 


reacue, and defend himself or assail me—I do not | 
know which, and it is perfectly immaterial, But | 
he seems to think that it was necessary to pro- 
claim to the e of lowa that he. is of 
my followers. ell, sir, there must bea ty 


era 


Sir, || 
the course of this Senator (Mr. Haus] and others || 


It is time || 
that the honest hearted-people of this country |) 
should know that this slavery question has been | 
seized upon by some persons to ride into high |) 


smal! amount of intelligence amongst the good peo- 
ple of Lowa, if they want that information; and if 
| It is necessary, on this floor, or elsewhere, to no- 
tify the people of lowa that the honorable Senator 
from that State «does not follow me, or go side by 
side with me, there must be a sad deficiency of 
information as to what ovcurs, and as to what the 
| state of things actually is, to make such a proc- 
lamation as that necessary to be made here or else- 
where. I disclaim entirely the idea that | have 
ungertaken to lecture or to threaten any gentleman 
representing any State in this Union. Fieve not 
done so, but | think | have a right to speak of 
history; and I read history to no advantage, if it 
throws no light upon the future. I did say, some 


|, days since, that the North were to be beaten upon 


| this subject. My convictions of it have not 


| grown any the less strong since, and | said, sir, 


that weshould be beaten by northern votes. I wish 

to Heaven, sir, | could alter that conviction now, 
| but I cannot. 1 foresaw from the beginning, and 

I see it here as plainly as the hour advances, that 

in this contest, as in every other that has taken 

place in the history of this Government, slavery 
| will hoist the flag of victory, and we shall be 
| prostrate. And, sir, do not | know that if this is 

done, constituted as these two bodies are, that it 
| must be done by northern votes? 

How is it in the [louse of Representatives? 
There is a majority of something like forty from 
the free States there. The Senate is equally di- 
vided, with a presiding officer from the free States. 
It requires but a very moderate acquaintance with 
the very elements of arithmetic to know that if we 
are beaten we will be beaten by northern votes— 
by northern votes. Well, sir, 1 did express the 
conviction, and I confess | have it still, that some 
of these northern gentlemen, when they get home, 
| will find an uncomfortable atmosphere. I[ cannot 
| speak of the State of Lowa, for | never was over 
| the Alleghany mountains in my life. I do not 
| know how the wind blows in that State, and she 
| is not old enough to have much history on the 
| subject; but | do know the history of the past in 
| regard to our own locality. 1 began to make 
| some remarks the other day on this subject, when 
| an honorable Senator, whom I do not now see in 


|| his place, (Mr. Kine,] occupied your seat, who 


thought fit to call me to order for wandering a lit- 


|| tle aside of the subject, but as since then the sub- 


| ject has taken a pretty wide range, and gentlemen 
| have indulged pretty freely in remarks, 1 will go 
| on with them now. 
| The honorable Senator from North Carolina 
| {[Mr. Manoum] suggested it isa prophecy, very 
| like one made by the Senator from Kentucky, that 
those who opposed this cémpromise would be 
| branded, { think, about as deep as bone deep. 
That was the prophecy that was indulged in by 
the Senator from North Carolina. | have no doubt 
that it did great credit to his sagacity, and I will 
endeavor to bring to his aid the light of a little his- 
‘tory. There was another compromise bill passed 
some thirty — ago, and about which much has 
been said. believe there were certain members 


|| who voted for that measure who got branded, | 


do not know how deep, but the brand has been 
pretty lasting, and they have not recovered from 
the effect of it to this day, through thirty years. 
Well, now, judging of the future by the past, | 
may express the opinion that if this compromise 
bill is fastened upon the country, and if the results 
follow which its friends anticipate—I mean those 
who give it the construcuon which our southern 
friends do—l! think some gentlamen will go home 
from this Congress marked about as plainly as 
were those who went home from the Missouri 
compromise in 1820. I will not undertake to sa 
whieh side will get marked, but | will run the ris 
of wearing any mark which may be fixed upon me 
for voting against any and every measure which I 
think is calculated to perpetuate and extend hu- 
man slavery. 1 will vote against it and run the 
risk of any brand of infamy which may be fixed 
upon me. 

But it seems that the Senator from lowa acts 
under a dying injunction, left to him by Wash- 
ington, not to vote for an Abolitionist for Pre- 








sident. Sir, it is the first time that | have ever 
heard that Washington gave such an admonition 
as that. If there be one single act in General 
Washington’s life which is its crowning glory, 
and which endears him to the hearts of millions 
the world over, and which will cause his name to 
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be repeated with thanksgiving and gratings, 

tongae humanity and philanthropy f place; 
the human heart, it is not that he died with an i, 
junction against Abolitionists, but that he dieq Ds 
Abolitionist himself. Yes, sir—died an Abolines” 
himself, and in his last will made Provision i 
an the fetters from the bondmen that he hi . 
self held. If General Washington ever did dukes 
injunction against voting for an Abolitionis, 
must have been, I think, that his conception It 
an Abolitionist were so elevated that he diq - 
want to have him contaminated by being broy te 
into the dirty whirlpool of politics. ™ 

Mr. DODGE. I have no desire, Mr. 
to pursue this controversy with the Sena: 

New Hampshire. I Sate too well his en 
and extraordinary skill in a skirmishing debate o 
the everlasting and interminable subject now - 
fore the Senate. 1 must be greatly worsted jn ay ‘ 
contest into which I may enter with him. Bur 
sir, it so happens that I choose to speak out upon 
particular occasions, and this is one of them, 

The Senator from New Hampshire commenced 
his response to my remarks by saying that m 
constituents must be extremely benighted if it be 
at all necessary that they should be informed tha 
1 do not follow him. The reply I ‘have to make 
to that is, that there is a sort of general talk abou: 
the ‘* free North” and ‘* treachery to the North,” 
and that, too, in a manner which is extremely 
offensive to me. Lam not conscious of treachery 
in the slightest degree to the generous and con(. 
ding constituency who have assigned to my care 
the brief trust which I hold at their hands. {f | 
know my own heart, or my own purpose, | desire 
to be faithful to them in every act I may perform, 
and in every sentiment I may utter. Well, sir, 
the intimation is—and the gentleman cannot forge: 
the language he has used, because he is allowed 
on this question, perhaps, a degree of latitude 
which is not accorded to any other man—the inii- 
mation is that the North is to be beaten, and that 
it is to be beaten by northern treachery and north- 
ern votes; and, said he, ‘‘ while we are thus beaten 
and down, | hope we will not be kicked.’’ Now, 
sir, this is not the proper place to speak, nor can | 
here be allowed to speak of such language in the 
terms it justly merits at my hands. 

ALE. If the Senator will allow me to 
interrupt him, | beg to tell him that I used no such 
language. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from lowa yield the floor. 

Mr. DODGE. There is no necessity for any 
explanation. 

r. HALE. What! said was this, that when 
you have beaten us down, and laid us out cold, | 
— Re would not point at us. 

r. DODGE. [think the Senator, on a former 
occasion, used an illustration borrowed from Mr. 
Randolph, or some other Virginian, and spoke of 
**kicking”’ or “* buying.”’ 

Mr. HALE. No, sir, I did no such thing. 

Mr. DODGE. I shall not persist in that state- 
ment now, but I will say this, that whenever the 
vote is taken on this question, I have no desire to 
be found voting with that gentleman, Whetherit 
is treason to the * free North” or not, to be found 
voting according to my own sentiments, and to 
what I believe to be the sentimenis of my constitu- 
ents, | would a little rather not be found voting 
with him; although in saying this | mean nothing 
personal, for the relations between us are those of 
friendship; and I trast such will ever prevail. 
What | say of the gentleman is political, and has 
reference to his representative action. | have 
known something, however, of inat gentleman 
past history; and certainly those who know even 
as little of it as I do, will be inclined to tne opinion 
that he is the last man who ought to think of lec- 
turing others upon the consistency, devotion, oF 
sincerity with which they adhere to any particular 
cause. | am—— ’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair deems 
it out of order to speak of the motives of Sen- 
ators. , 

Mr. DODGE. Well, sir, the Senator from 
New Hampshire was permitted to impugn (he 
sineesingiial 4 southern members in their oppos'tion 
to this bill. However, | su Lam out of order, 
and will endeavor to proceed in order. 

Weil, Mr. President, the gentleman has re- 

lied to the remark I made, en pand in the 
ace of debate, that I was not one of those who 
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rties in this country in viola- 
‘on of the Farewell Address of Washington, by 
‘ ing that that illustrious man had given a prac- 
“i evidence that he was an Abolivionist by freeing 
his negroes at his death. Very well, sir; | highly 
i prove the act, and think that it gives addiuonal 


jystre to his name. But, sir, that is bo answer to 
my remark that he had in his last and greatest 
te paper solemnly warned us against sectional 
° valousies, and had implored us not to listen to de- 
signing demagogues, who would, as he truly pre- 
dicted, spring up in different portions of our ex- 
tended Union, and endeavor to make the people 
believe that there was a substantial difference of 
interest between the North and the South, and that 
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that interest would be promoted by a disruption of | 


the parts. He exhorted us, with prophetic vision, 
to avoid geographical divisions and distinctions. 
These, sir, | seek by my vote and humble influ- 
ence to avoid. Sir, whilst no man could be more 
opposed to slavery in the abstract than | am, | will 
do nothing to excite and prolong this most unnat- 
ural feeling of hostility that has been so rapidly 

rowing up between the slaveholding and non- 
slaveholding States of this Union. Sir, to my mind 


there is nothing so fraught with peril to our Amer- 


ica as an organization of the political parties who 
are to control the country upon sectional and geo- 
ranhical issues and divisions. Sir, I scorn and 
repudiate the idea that I am to be called on to vote 
for any man for President, regardless of his polit- 
ical views and principles, simply because he lives 
ina free State, and is in favor of destroying the in- 
stitutions and property, and perhaps the lives, of 
the people of the other half of the Union. But, sir, 
if we are to be forever forced upon these sectional 
issues, where are we to stop? If this question is 
not now settled, itis to run into the next presi- 
dential election; and if it should, it would be pro- 
ductive of the worst consequences to the stability 
of the Union. I know enough to believe that 
much, if not the greater part of all that is said about 
a dissolution of the Union is exaggeration, and that 
no such feeling at present really exists in the hearts 
of any considerable portion of the people. And 
although I do not believe that any measures we 
may pass here are going to cause a dissolution of 
the Union, yet I do believe, as surely as there is a 
God in heaven, if you force the people of the 
United States upon a sectional issue for the presi- 


dential election, in which the people of the free | 


States are to look to particular candidates because 
they are in and of the free States, then, sir, I ven- 
ture to say, that in the shortest possible time, you 
will have a severance of the Union. Sir, | could 
cite men within my view now who are looking to 
that position, and who are already imagining their 
elevation from this or the other wing of thé Capi- 
tol, to the Presidency of the United States upon an 
issue of that sort. The President of the United 
States is to be an Abolitionist; hie Cabinet, as a 
matter of course, would be Abolitionists; our for- 
eing ministers would also be Abolitionists; and, in- 
stead of having men who will stand up for our 
interestsand henor, and defend our institutions, as 
my respected friend from Michigan [Mr. Cass] so 
nobly did upon a memorable occasion, when they 
were attacked in foreign countries, you will have 
those who not only do not rebuke those who may 
venture todo so, but lend a helping hand in the 
assailment; who rejoice in every onpecewer to 
assail that_portion of the Union within whose 
borders this particular institution of slavery exists. 
These, sir, are the inevitable results that must be 
forced upon us, by giving way to the doctrines of 
these gentlemen. 


there is a particle of sincerity on the part of those 
who are eternally prating about the dangers of 
slavery in Utah and New Mexico. Sir, | cannot 
believe they think what they say. This whole 


movement has been political rather than philan- | 


thropical. These gentry do not believe in their 
souls that there is any danger whatever of south- 
ern slaveholders emigrating with their negroes to 
those elevated and hyperborean regions, but yet, 
for the sake-of a little political capital_—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
admonish the Senator that his remarks are not 
strictly in order. 








| 





| get put into those glorious places which they are 





the Senate or House of Representatives from a || dent, to enter at ali into this debate, further than 
free State on the back of a “* nigger.”” I have not || to call the attention of the Senate to the distinct 
avery high appreciation of that sort of pseudo- || proposition which is now before them, and then 
philanthropy which passes over “ objects of be- || to ask again that the Senate adjourn, or that it 
nevolence”’ and charity at home, to travel a thou- | rather be postponed until to-morrow at one o'clock. 
sand or fifteen hundred miles for objects on which || The-tenth section of the original bill does not 
to lavish it; that gets up caricatures and effigies, | seem to me at al] subject to the exception which 
&c., depicting the horrors of slavery, to harass has been taken to it by the Senator from Missis- 
and excite the old maiden ladies, and men of weak | sippi and others. That section restricts any legia- 
nerves in the free States. And yet, these are || lation “in respect to African slavery.” [ think 
the characters who contribute largely to get up | that conveys a distinct idea. No legislation in re- 
these agitations, the results of which have been | apect to African slavery means thé institution of 
shown in Congress for the two years past. | | slavery; but | do not apprehend that if there hap- 
think that it is high time for both Whigs and || pen to be slaves there, which can be legaliy held 
Democrats, if they would have this Union held || as such, that this forbids their making police laws 
together, to take a stand against these agitators. || for their own safety and protection. Then comes 
And now, sir, just show me a proposition con- | the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi; 
nected with abolitionism in any shape, and you | which, for the parpose of excluding a conclusion, 
he says, “‘ provided that nothing herein contained 


will have my vote against it, here or elsewhere. 
I think | understand the progressive spirit of these | shall be construed as to prevent the passage of 
laws for the preservation of that kind of proper- 


things, and of the purposes of certain gentlemen, 
| ty,”? under the general denomination of property. 


who are not here, [laughter,} but on the opposite 

side of the Chamber, and outside of the bar. We | As it originally stood, as the amendment was frat 
ali know what capital they have already made by |, offered by the Senator from Maryland, it was, 
denouncing ‘ President Polk’s God-abhorred war;’ || “all property lawfully introduced;”” but that is 
begun and prosecuted, as they allege, for slavery. || stricken out purposely by the Senator from Mis- 
1 must say that if they could only calculate || sissippi, so that if the property gets in there under 
upon the spirit advancing as rapidly in the fu- || the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
ture as it has done in the past, they will easily || then territorial legislation may take piaee for the 
| purpose of protecting itthere. ‘That! understand 

to be the object of it. 
Mr. DAVIS. With the Senator's permission, 
I wish to ask him whether he heard the expiana- 


so anxiously waiting to fill. 
Sir, when I spoke of the warnings of the | 
Father of our Country, and of those who had | 


| signed the Declaration of Independence, and of || tion made when the language now used was sub- 


the noble example they had set us, and of all they 
had done for us, | could not but think that we || 
owed it to them to defend the Constitution, and 
thus preserve the rich legacy they had bequeathed | 
us 


stituted instead of the word lawfully? 

Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then the Senator knows that the 
word lawfully was an interlineation to which | ob- 
jected as soon as | saw it, and took the first oc- 
casion to modify. Believing that it made no dif- 
ference in the meaning of the amendment, the 
Senator from Maryland made this mterlineation 
at the suggestion of another, and without consult. 
ing me. 


But, sir, if these doctrines are to advance in 

the free States as rapidly as they have done, and 

gentlemen are to make issues outside of the Con- | 
stitution, (like the Senator from New York, who 

regretted that the Legislature of his State had not 

instructed him to go for the immediate abolition of Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. I recolleet dis- 
slavery in the District of Columbia;) if we are to || tinctly the explanation of the Senator from Mie- 
goon making new issues and raising new points of || sissippi. The fear is that this amendment as 
this character, and are sustained in them, as they | offered by the Senator from Mississippi may im- 
were some years ago on questions that they raised | ply, what we believe does not exist, a right to in- 
out of the annexation of Texas and the war with || troduce or to treld slaves in the territory. The 
Mexico, they will produce indeed a lamentable | Senator fro.. Kentucky says he has no objection 
state of affairs. If they are to go on thus agita- || to the amendment, because if that right does exist 
ting these questions as they do, and making all || under the Constitution and. laws of the United 
these sectional issues, and receive for them the || States, then the amendment has no meaning; and 
sanction of the people of the free States, they will || if it does not exit, then it is of no importance, 
render infamous among men the names of “ the || That is all very well; and therein comes the ob- 
Father of his Country,” and of Jefferson, and of | jection to this amendment. The Senator from 
other great men who have held slaves; and simply || Mississippi who offers it thinks it has some mean- 
because they held them. ing above and beyond that which the original bill 








Mr. DODGE. Mr. President, 1 may be al-| 


lowed, I hope, to say that I have not a great deal 
of respect for those I will not intimate 
that there are any preseat—who seek to ride into 


eerie. CO AA 


|| any other sausfactory form. 
Now, sir, | will say that Ido not believe that | 


Now, sir, these are precisely the objects which || had. The Senator from Kentucky thinks that this 
are sought to be accomplished by these gentlemen. | amendment leaves the matter to stand precisely as 
I say, therefore, that I repudiate everything con- |, it stood by the original bill. Nor ir thie division 
nected with this thing of agitation. fade here a || between those two distinguished gentlemen; there 
warm friend of the admission of California; and, | may be a misapprehension upon the part of some 
sir, | would be willing now to sit day and night if | of us. Then comes in the amendment of the 
that object could be effected, disconnected with || Senator from Ohio, who wishes to exelude the 
any other measure, But the Senate has decreed || conclusion intended to be drawn from the amend- 
otherwise; that is, to connect it with other meas- || ment of the Senator from Mississipi, and says: 
ures; and Iam not now disposed to be factious, || ‘* Provided further, that nothing herein contained 
but to vote for this bill, because it proposes to pro- || ‘shall be construed as authorizing or permitting 
vide governments for the territories, which I be- || ‘ the introduction of slavery into the territory.” 
| lieve it is our solemn duty to give them. | am will- || But, say certain gentlemen, that is the Wilmot 

ing and anxious too for the passage of the fugitive || proviso. Notatall. The Wilmot proviso is an 
slave bill, and am desirous of voting for it in the || affirmative act of legislation, saying that slaves or 
form proposed by the Senator from Virginia, or in || slave property shall not be held in the territory, 
) I can answer for my || This proviso is, that you shal! not construe the 
constituents that they are not negro stealers, al- || provisions of the amendment in such a way as 
though they live right upon the borders of aslave | under that amendment to introduce this slave 
State. True, some of the Missourians gid once || property. In other words, you go back exactly 
come with their rifles toa certain Quaker settlement | where you started, and if you adopt the amend- 
after some fugitive slaves; and they got them. We || ment of the Senator from Ohio, you leave the bilf 
ha: a practical illustration of the idea suggested by || exactly as the Senator from New York thinks it 
the Senator from Kentueky, (Mr. Cray,] of peo- || originally stood. { apprehend the answer to the 
ple fighting for their rights under the Constitution | amendment of the Senator from Mississippi is 
and inthe Union. And, bad as that is, I greatly || found in the fact that, if the Senator from Ken- 
prefer ifto fighting for rights outside of the Union, | tucky understands it rightly, it neither adds to or 
and after it shall be dissolved. Weare not of those | takes from the bill as it originally stood; and if 
States who would throw obstacles in the way of || so, the amendment is unnecessary; and if it meaue 
the provisions of the Constitution being carried || more, it is wrong. | do not wish to take the haz- 
into effect, nor do we desire or intend todo so. 1 | ard of any misunderstanding of southern Senators 
am therefore willing to take these measures togeth- | in respect to this subject-matter. | shal! therefore 


er ¥ separately, and to vote for them as they || vote against it. Having made this expianation, 
; 


com 7 | m I arene to renew the motion to lay 
Mr. DAW@ON. I have no purpose, Mr. Presi- |) this ta Over to one o’clock i9-morrow? My 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


purpose was not to delay this thing, but I under- || 
stand that the gentleman who usually sits before | 


me (Me, Davis, of Massachusetis} wag not. well, 
and left the Chamber, and Lotake it he does not 
wish to be absent when the question is taken. 
There are likewise other Senators absent who 
wish to vote an this question, 

Mr. BERRIEN. rising 

Mr. DAYTON. 
the Senator will renew it. 

Mr. BERRIEN, 


upon them now; and in the hope that if the post- 
ponement shall be made until to-morrow it wall be 
with a determination, on the part of the Senate, 
then to take the vote. 

Now, sir, the argument of the Senator from New 


Jersey is, that there is a conflict in the apprehen- | 
sion of Senators in regard to the first amendment | 


—ihat proposed by the Senator from Mississippi 
—whiech be thinks results in showing that this 


emendment js unnecessary, and, if annecessary, | 
that it. ought not to be adopted; while he supposes || 


that if it be adopted there might be at least an 
equal degree of necessity for the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Ohio, 


if we propose to conduct this discussion and. our 


action upon this bill in a spirit of fairness, and that || 


the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio 
is totally unnecessary. Let us look, for a single 
moment, to the state of the question. Itisa regu- 
lation of the powers of the territorial legislature 
over the subject of slavery, Upon the question 
whether slavery exists or does not exist in that 
territory, or whether it may Or May not exist there, 
there afe two opinions, one of which is that it is 
forbidden by the Mexican laws, which are still 


operative; and-the other is that these Mexican | 


laws will cease to operate when this becomes an 
organized territory of the United States. In the 
former case there would be no slavery there, and, 


consequently, nothing to protect; and in the latter | 


case, as there would be slavery there, there would 
be rights acquired under the Conatitution and laws 
of the United States, and by force of the organiza- 
tion of this territory, and it would be essential to 
the proprietors of these rights that there should be 
a power there to protect them. 
bill contains a provision, | think unadvisediy 
adopted by the commitiee, which declares that the 
territorial legislature shall have no 
late respecting African slavery. Now, suppose 
the opinion which affirms that slavery may be in- 
troduced into these territories, and that the Mexi- 
can laws will cease to operate when these become 


organized territories of the United States—suppose || 


that that opinion should be adjudged by the Supreme 
Court to be a correct opinion, and under that adju- 
dication it should be decided that slaves are intro- 
duced into these territories, what is the condition 
in which the proprietors of these slaves are placed ? 
The legislature of the territory shall make no laws 
respecting African slavery. He who goes with 
his slaves into these territories, although they are 
adjudged to be his property, and that he had a 


right under the judicial decision to carry them || 


there, the moment he gets them there they are 
beyond the protection of all law; they are with- 
drawn from the protection of the laws of the State 
where they had protection, and carried into a ter- 
ritory where there is no power competent to afford 
protean for it cannot be doubted that an inhi- 

ition to legislate respecting African slavery, which 
are the words of the original bill, is an inhibition 
to admit or exclude, or to make any regulation 
concerning it. Hence the importance of the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Mississippi. 
The provision of that amendment it is. supposed 
will authorize an implication that Congress is 
ebout to lend their sanetion in affirmance of the 
right of the slaveholder to introduce slaves into 
that territory. Sir, it does seem to me that the 
language is to plain too render it possible that such 
misapprehension could be persevered in. What 
is the language? Here it is: 

“ i nothing herein contained shall be con- 
a pag ten the said territorial legiziawire from 
passing such laws as may be necessary to the rights 
of property of every kind which may have m, OF may 
hereafter, conformably to the Constitution laws of the 
Unive States, be held in or introduced 


ries.”? , 
:# 


I will withdraw the motion if | 


_ I desire to say a word upon | 
these amemimenis, if the question is to be taken | 


Now, sir, what | 
i propose to say to the Senate is, in few words to || 
express the belief that | entertain, that the amend- | 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi is necessary, | 


Sir, the original |) 


wer to legis- || - 


to. || Offered by the honorable Senator from Mi 


The legislature of the territory shall not 
deprived of the power of passing laws which may 
be necessary to protect the right of property of 
every kind now or hereafter held in that territory, 
held therein conformably to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, 

Sir, it resolves itself into a single question: Ig 
| property which is held in these territories conform- 

ably to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, enutled to the protection of the Govern- 
ment, oris it pot? If the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States should be that slavery 
cannot existin New Mexico or Deseret, why 
cannot be held there conformably to the Constitu- 
uon and laws, of the United States, and conse- 
| quently the territorial legislature cannot, under 
|| 8 authority, allord K any. protection. But if the 
Supreme Court of the United States should decide 
that, by the organization of those territories, the 
Mexican laws inhibiung slavery have been super- 
seded, and that the rights of the slaveewner attach 
to that property when removed into those. territo- 
ries, then that property is held there ‘* conforma- 
bly to the Constiution and laws of the United 
|| States,’’ and | do believe, notwithstanding all the 
agitation that there has been upon this subject, and 
the manner in which this discussion has been car- 
ried on, we have not yet arrived at the point when 
any member of the Senate will rise in his place and 
aver that ** property which is held in conformity 
to the Constitution and laws of the United States 

is not entitled Lo the protection of the law,”’ 
Mr. DAYTON, Mr. President, | desire to an- 
| swer a word in reply to the remarks which fell 
from the Senator last upon the floor; for, if I un- 
| derstand at all his legal position, | differ from him 
entirely as to the construction of this bill. The 
orginal bill provides that the territorial legisla- 
| tures shall pass no law “ respecting African sla- 
very.”’ Now, sir, what does that provision mean? 
for it is that which lies at the basis of this whole 
thing. ‘‘Shall pass no law respecting African 
slavery.’’ Why, sir, that appears to me clearly to 
mean, that they shail pass no laws relating to Af- 
rican slavery as an instidution; that it shall neither 
create nor abnegate it. Does any one understand 
that under this provision the territorial legisla- 
| tures would not be authorized to pass ordinary 
police regulations for public safety, though relating 

| to slaves, if slaves should be legally there? 

Several Senators. Certainly. 

Mr. DAY TON. Gentlemen say certainly. Such 
is their opinion, doubtless; but such is not mine. 
Mr. BERRIEN, We havea right to our opin- 








ion. 

| Mr. DAYTON. And I tomine. What do you 
/mean, by police laws? That a negro man shall 
not be out at a certain distance from his plantation 
without a permit; that he shall not carry arms; 
| that slaves shall not congregate in unusual assem- 
| blages; that they. shajl not be found away from 
| home after a certain hour of the night; that they 


| shall net have the use of fire-arms, &c. Now, 
| sir, is the passage of laws of that sort, a passage 
of laws respecting African slavery? Is that a fair 
construction of the terms of this provision? Ido 
not think itis. 1 hold these to be laws for the 
protection of life, property, and society, Neither 
Congress.nor the States can pass a law ** respect- 
| ing the establishment of religion;” and yet, they 
| everywhere regulate, control, and protect religious 
/ assemblies. They make police jaws on that sub- 
| ject; but this clause is neither for the introduction 
nor for the destruction of African slavery. 
| I hold, therefore, that if African slavery be there 
| in the territories, the legislatures can, without any 
| other provision than is contained in the original 
| bill, pass ail the police laws necesary for its regu- 
| lation, in order to protect society from riots, im- 
| proper assemblages, conspiracies, or whatever else 
| may be regarded as dangerous to the public wel- 
fare, I hold, therefore, thatif it should be decided 
| by the Supreme Court of the United States that 
| slavery can rightfully go into the territories under 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, it 
| is not necessary to make any additional provision 
for its regulation—that the power will with 
the territorial legislatures to regulate it, as a 
|| matter of course. 
| One thing is certain, that the honorable Senator 
| from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] who bears the bur- 
| den of this bill, does not think that the a I t 





| will make any change in the effect ofthe 





bill, while the Senators from Migsissipy; 
Georgia think direetly the reverse. For Ln = 
part, f do not choose to take the hazard of 
change. I move to postpone the farther considers 
ation of the subject until to-morrow. P 

At the request of Mr. DODGE, of Towa, the 
motion was withdrawn for an explanation. 

Mr. DODGE. (For the purpose of Putting 
myself right, | wish to say, although it does Rot 
sustain me in attributing to the honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire the language which [ did 
and although | made the amende honorable at the 
time, that | have here his words literally, He 
said ‘* | hope the South will not point to us when 
we are defeated, and say to us, as John Randulp4 
said of some one else, ‘we have bought you ds, 
cheap.’ ’? 

Mr. Dayron’s motion was then agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, May 29, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. SLBLEY rose and inquired what was the 


| first business in order? 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order jy 
the bill reported last evening from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, providing 
for the construction of certain roads in Minnesota. 


A RECESS. 


Mr. JONES, interposing, rose, he said, to what 
he believed was a privileged motion. In order to 
give the officers of the House time for refitting the 
Hall for summer—for which purpose they had for 
some time beeri intending to adjourn for a few 
days—he moved that when the House adjourned 
to-day, they adjourn until eight o’clock to-morrow 
morning, (so as to allow the officers to commence 
taking up the carpets, &c., as early as possible,) 
with the understanding that they would then ad- 
journ over to Monday; and that there would be no 
necessity for anybody to come to the House to- 
morrow except the Speaker and a few members, 
to meet pro forma and adjourn, 

Mr. McCLERNAND suggested to the gentle. 
man from Tennessee to modify his motion so as to 
authorize the Speaker, if desired by him, to 
designate a Speaker pro tem. for to-morrow, 

Mr. JONES modified his motion accordingly. 

The SPEAKER stated the motion, on the 
object for which it was made, as explained by Mr. 
Jones. 

The question was taken and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So it was ordered, 

That when the House adjourn to-day, they ad- 
journ to eight o’clock to-morrow morning, with the 
understanding that the House then adjourn to meet 
on Monday. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that it was necessary, 
under the resolution which had recently been 
adopted, to pass an order authorizing the Clerk ot 
Doorkeeper to refit the Hall. 

No objection being made— 

Such an order was entered upon the Journal. 

* Mr. McOLERNAND inquired if it was neces- 
sary for the House to make an order to authorize 
the Speaker to appoint a Chairman pro tem. for to- 
morrow. 

The SPEAKER said it would be necessary un- 
less it was agreed to by general consent. Such 
would be the understanding if no objection was 
made. 

No objection was made. 


LEVEES ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. CONRAD asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce some resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, ask- 
ing aid from the General Government to prevent 
the inundations of the river Mississippi, which 
have recently proved so disastrous. These resolu- 
tions are for — en of the eaenaae in at 
a hy rly scart hical survey 0 
Delta of the Stisiocingl,aed. va appeopenill of 
a portion of the public lands.in the State towards 
the making and repairing of the levees or em- 
bankments on the margin of the river. He mo 
that such portion of the resolations as referred to 


the survey, be referred to the Committee on wd 


nd such th 
tary Affairs, and suc eee oe 


t of land, be referred to 
ublic Lands, 
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